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Week Ending Friday, May 3, 1985 


Nicaragua Peace Proposal 





Statement on House of Representatives 
Disapproval of U.S. Humanitarian 
Assistance. April 24, 1985 





I am deeply disappointed by the House 
defeat of the bipartisan consensus reached 
yesterday in the Senate. This kind of action 
damages national security and foreign 
policy goals. 

Today’s votes in the House are not the 
final actions on this issue. The House of 
Representatives should reverse its mistake 
and develop a responsible approach that as- 
sists those fighting for democracy and free- 
dom in Central America. 

Notwithstanding today’s votes, I intend to 
return to the Congress again and again to 
seek a policy that supports peace and de- 
mocracy in Nicaragua. The United States 
will continue to work for these goals. 

Our friends in Central America look to us 
for help against totalitarianism. We must 
continue to support the fight for freedom in 
Nicaragua. 


Note: The statement was not received by the 


Office of the Federal Register in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Foreign Issues 





Responses to Questions Submitted by 
La Vanguardia of Spain. April 25, 1985 





Strategic Defense Initiative 


Q. What do you answer to those critics 
who say that the SDI, Strategic Defense Ini- 
tiative, is dangerous and violates the spirit 
of the ABM treaty? What is the logic 
behind SDIP 

The President. SDI is a research program. 
Its purpose is to investigate technologies 


that might lead to a more stable and reli- 
able strategic balance. 


What we are talking about is simply a 
research program to determine the feasibili- 
ty of effective defenses against ballistic mis- 
siles. The object of the program is to pro- 
vide a technical basis for a decision, some- 
time in the next decade, on whether to de- 
velop mainly nonnuclear systems to defend 
the United States and our allies against bal- 
listic missile attack. We believe a deterrent 
balance incorporating greater reliance on 
defense would provide a sounder basis for a 
stable strategic relationship. 

SDI has been structured so as to remain 
fully in compliance with all U.S. treaty com- 
mitments, including the ABM treaty. There 
is no question that the ABM treaty permits 
such research. Indeed, the Soviets are ener- 
getically pursuing a program of research 
into many of the same technologies being 
investigated in SDI. 

As the communique of NATO’s Nuclear 
Planning Group meeting in March shows, 
our allies support the SDI research pro- 
gram. The communique reflects our 
common belief that it is in our mutual in- 
terest as an alliance to examine technol- 
ogies which have the potential to enhance 
deterrence and stability. The allies are well 
aware that the Soviets have for several 
years been pursuing a large-scale program 
of research into advanced defensive sys- 
tems. It would be folly to allow Moscow to 
hold a monopoly on these technologies. 

The security of the U.S. is inextricably | 
linked to that of our allies. The SDI pro- 
gram is examining technologies with poten- 
tial against not only ballistic missiles of 
intercontinental range but also those of 
shorter range. Because SDI seeks to 
strengthen allied security as well as our 
own, it is entirely appropriate that allied 
nations should be able to participate in SDI 
research. We welcome such participation. 
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U.S.-U.S.S.R. Negotiations on Nuclear and 
Space Arms 


Q. What are your expectations for the 
Geneva talks? If the Russians have violated 
other agreements, what will prevent that 
from happening again? Are there any guar- 
antees of verification? 

The President. To take the last part of 
your question first: Effective verifiability is 
one of the most important factors by which 
we will judge any arms control agreement. 

In Geneva we will work for a verifiable 
agreement on deep reductions in nuclear 
arms, both strategic and intermediate 
range, with the objective of strengthening 
strategic stability. We also seek to reverse 
the erosion of the ABM treaty, which has 
occurred as a result of Soviet activities in- 
consistent with its letter and spirit. Finally, 
we hope to engage the Soviets in a con- 
structive dialog about the possibilities for a 
mutual transition to a world in which de- 
fensive systems, complemented by further 
reductions in offensive nuclear weapons, 
might lay the foundation for a safer and 
more stable deterrent balance. 

Our negotiators have great flexibility in 
pursuing these goals, but we have no illu- 
sions; the talks may be long and complex. 
They will demand great patience and forti- 
tude from us. However, we are well pre- 
pared, and I am optimistic that we are in a 
good position to negotiate an equitable 
agreement. 

Terrorism 

Q. What can be done, in your judgment, 
to combat international terrorism? Do you 
see a possibility of more coordination be- 
tween NATO governments in this area? 

The President. The upsurge in terrorist 
attacks has heightened awareness of the 
threat in Europe and elsewhere. The new 
phenomenon we have seen of the use of 
terrorism as an instrument of state policy 
demands new approaches from us. It must 
be halted. The resources being given to ter- 
rorist groups and movements by certain na- 
tions is a serious threat to democracy. 

NATO Foreign Ministers, in their Decem- 
ber communique, expressed determination 
to prevent and suppress terrorism. Bilateral, 
technical cooperation among a number of 
NATO members has been intensified, such 
as that recently announced by France and 
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the Federal Republic of Germany, and Eu- 
ropean governments have announced other 
initiatives in the European Community 
framework. The economic summit partners 
have also focused attention on the need to 
combat terrorism. The U.S. is committed to 
consult and work closely with its European 
partners to combat terrorism on a bilateral 
or multilateral basis. 

In short, we are united in our commit- 
ment that international terrorism must be 
stopped. 


Spanish Membership in NATO 


Q. Would NATO be stronger if Spain be- 
comes a full member of the alliance? 

The President. Spain is a valued member 
of NATO, a fact which already strengthens 
the alliance and thus enhances the pros- 
pects of preserving the peace. The principal 
issue at the moment—and it is for Spain 
itself to decide—is whether it wishes to 
remain in the alliance. 

We of course support continued Spanish 
membership, as do the other allies. NATO 
is a free alliance of free peoples; that is the 
real source of its strength. The choice is up 
to the people of Spain. We respect that. 


Central America 


Q. Do you see any possibility of US. 
intervention in Central America to protect 
Western interests? 

The President. Well, if you mean military 
intervention, certainly not. But we will do 
all we can to support democracy in the 
region. For the United States, genuine de- 
mocracy is the best defense the Western 
Hemisphere can have against the threat of 
Communist expansion, and we are commit- 
ted to support our democratic friends. The 
establishment of a dictatorial pro-Soviet 
regime in Central America would constitute 
a serious threat to the freedom of the 
people of Central America and to the secu- 
rity of the United States. 

The United States is pursuing a policy in 
Central America based on assisting the Cen- 
tral Americans in several areas. We will 
help the development of democratic soci- 
eties and the consolidation of democratic 
institutions, the promotion of economic 
growth, and the pursuit of diplomatic dis- 
cussions aimed at resolving differences 
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among the countries of the region, particu- 
larly the Contadora process. 

In addition, we will help our friends 
defend themselves against armed attack 
and subversion. Just as democracy cannot 
flourish in an atmosphere of chronic under- 
development, neither can democratization, 
development, and diplomatic dialog be pur- 
sued in an atmosphere of military intimida- 
tion. And for these same reasons, I have 
supported the offer of the democratic resist- 
ance in Nicaragua for a cease-fire and for 
negotiations with the Sandinistas there. We 
want to see the original promises of that 
country’s revolution against the Somoza dic- 
tatorship kept—promises of democracy, 
freedom for the church, a free press, and 
free elections. These are our goals every- 
where in Central America. 


Contadora Process 


Q. Do you perceive any possibility of suc- 
cess in the Contadora process? 

The President. Most definitely. The Con- 
tadora countries—Venezuela, Colombia, 
Mexico, and Panama—have narrowed the 
differences of the Central American coun- 
tries considerably. For a long time the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua did not deal seriously 
in Contadora, insisting that the problems of 
the region should be settled on a bilateral 
basis. The other countries persisted, howev- 
er, and some progress has been made. The 
problems that exist in Central America 
have been a long time in the making, and 
they will not be resolved overnight. The 
Contadora process has been functioning for 
a little more than 2 years, which is not a 
long time for a complex international dis- 
cussion. We should take heart in the 
progress that has been made and support 
the Contadora countries in their efforts to 
reach a comprehensive and fully verifiable 
agreement. 

All nine Contadora participants have for- 
mally agreed that reconciliation within the 
countries experiencing internal conflict and 
the establishment of democratic govern- 
ments are indispensable for any regional 
agreement. El Salvador under President 
Duarte is pursuing a policy of internal rec- 
onciliation which includes reforms, a gener- 
al opening of the political system, and 
dialog with its armed opposition. The Sandi- 
nista regime in Nicaragua should follow his 


example and move to reconcile its differ- 
ences with the armed and unarmed demo- 
cratic opposition. This would be an extraor- 
dinarily positive development as far as the 
Contadora process is concerned. 


Note: As printed above, this item follows 
the text of the questions and answers which 
was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on April 27. 


Foreign Issues 





Interview With Foreign Journalists. 
April 25, 1985 





Worldwide Economic Recovery and the 
Bonn Economic Summit 


Q. Mr. President, thank you very much 
for having us in this very famous Oval 
Office. When our group discussed the 
framework of this interview, it was very 
hard to achieve a consensus regarding the 
priority of questions. We hope there will be 
no such problem at the summit meeting in 
Bonn, which is, of course, the main purpose 
of your visit to Europe. 

The world is faced with the problem of if 
the economic momentum can be sustained 
and secured after the great locomotive 
seems to be slowing. How do you see the 
economic scenario in America and globally? 
And what would be, in your view, the best 
outcome in Bonn? What should be done at 
the summit meeting? 

The President. 'm not going to attempt 
to set an agenda for it. I know that we will 
be talking about political problems, we will 
be talking about this economic situation, 
and I know that our economic recovery did 
get out ahead of the others. I think one of 
the things that is of great importance that 
we want to be talking about is another 
round of trade talks, to resist the protec- 
tionism that raises its head every once in 
awhile and to see if we can’t come more 
and more to open trade between ourselves 
and other industrial countries. That will be, 
I am quite sure, prominent on the agenda. 

I know that in the last two summits we’ve 
also exchanged ideas about what we all can 
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do to help in the recovery, and I am glad to 
see recovery beginning- to take hold in 
those other countries. It will hopefully 
equalize the currency values and so forth. 

I know that just as one country, our own, 
can export inflation and economic prob- 
lems, it can also export prosperity and help 
to the recovery, and I think that we are 
having a hand in that. 

Q. Especially for Western Europe you 
recommended recently at the New York 
Stock Exchange, I remember, to follow your 
recovery program of ’81 by cutting taxes, 
spending, and overregulation and throwing 
off the weight of government. What kind of 
tax cuts did you mean? Lesser income taxes 
or only incentives for investments and inno- 
vations? 

The President. High tax rates do not nec- 
essarily mean high revenues for govern- 
ment. As a matter of fact, this, we think, 
was responsible for our recent recession— 
our government was taking too big of a 
share of the private sector. And I think that 
other countries—some of our allies and 
friends—are looking at themselves to see if 
this is the same situation. When we reduced 
the rates there was an increase, a surge in 
the overall revenues because of the eco- 
nomic expansion that resulted. Incentive, 
whether it’s for business and industry or for 
individuals, does result in higher earnings. 
There was an Arab philosopher about 1,400 
years ago by the name of ibn-Khaldun who 
said that in the beginning of the empire the 
rates were low, and the revenues were 
great. And he said at the end of the empire 
the rates were great, and the revenues 
were low. 


U.S. Dollar and the International 
Monetary System 


Q. Mr. President, I wanted to ask you 
something about the dollar and the interna- 
tional monetary system. The dollar has lost 
in the past month about 20 percent of its 
value and before then, in a matter of a few 
weeks went very, very high, reaching high 
records against the Deutschmark and other 
currency. The monetary system, it’s unsta- 
ble and volatile. Your Secretary of the 
Treasury said that he was willing to do 
something about it, and it seems that some- 
thing should be done. How strong is your 
commitment for a high-level monetary 
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meeting, that should be hosted in Washing- 
ton, and what concrete steps are you willing 
to take to improve this shaky system? 

The President. Well, I'm afraid your ques- 
tion is too specific for the answers that I 
have available at this time. Two years ago 
at the Williamsburg summit we all agreed 
upon embarking on a study—the European 
Ten, ourselves and others, our trading part- 
ners—and that study has been going on for 
2 years. The study will be, and the report 
will come in in June, after the summit con- 
ference in Bonn. And I think when we get 
that report and see the recommendations 
and what has been proposed, then it can be 
determined whether a meeting of the kind 
that has been suggested is warranted and 
what the agenda would be, as that meeting 
would then take up the report of this 2-year 
study. So, until then I can’t comment on an 
agenda. 

Q. So, are you backing off from the state- 
ment of Mr. Baker ! that said that Washing- 
ton will host a—— 

The President. Oh, no. No, I think that 
this is also what he was trying to say—that 
we are perfectly willing, but we feel that 
we should wait and see what’s the result of 
that study, what are we going to be hearing 
and seeing as a result of that. 

And of course, to the preface to your 
question there about the dollar declining, 
we think that that part could be attributed 
to the economic recovery of our trading 
partners. 

We think also that some of the fluctuation 
has to do with speculators, those people 
who read all the economic signs and then 
go running out and either buy or sell other 
currencies or our own. And that this can, on 
a simple buy-and-sell market, result in 
changes. Frankly, we were very pleased 
with the decline in value. 


U.S. Trade Relations 


Q. Let me ask a question with regard to 
trade, Mr. President. How are you going to 
deal with the trade conflicts between Japan 
and the United States, and do you think 
that you have to berate Mr. Nakasone for 


1 Secretary of the Treasury James A. 
Baker Ill. 
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his inability, even at the meeting of the 
Bonn summit? 

The President. Well, we think we've been 
making great progress in the bilateral meet- 
ings that we’ve been having. I can tell you 
that Prime Minister Nakasone, I think, him- 
self, is committed to a belief in more open 
and free trade between nations. I realize 
that, just as all heads of state do, he has 
some political problems, too, in opposition 
to some moves he might want to make. The 
same would be true of me here in our own 
country. 

But we have made great progress, and I 
think we'll continue to make progress in 
opening up markets to open trade between 
allies. And I have a great admiration for 
what he is doing and what he has set out to 
do. 

Q. Mr. President, in recent years your 
trade policy officials have made much of 
their efforts to promote the multilateral 
trade system. At the same time, they’ve 
used the possibility of bilateral deals with 
individual countries as something of a lever 
to bring other trading partners to the bar- 
gaining table. There are experts who sug- 
gest that subjecting a fifth or a quarter of 
your trade of the United States, external 
trade, to a deal, perhaps with Canada, could 
weaken the multilateral trading system. I’m 
wondering: A, how you feel about that; sec- 
ondly, what happens if there is a new 
GATT round? What happens to the bilater- 
al deals at that point? 

The President. Well, because of the direc- 
tion the bilateral is taking between us and 
Canada, we’ve been, for each other, we’ve 
been the greatest of trading partners. Here 
we are with a very unique border that ex- 
tends for several thousand miles with no 
guards or forts along that border. We have 
a pretty common heritage in this country. 
It’s been reflected in trade, and sometimes 
there have been efforts here and there in 
particular areas to curb trade. But no, we— 
just as we’re meeting with Prime Minister 
Nakasone, we have been meeting with 
Canada to eliminate some of the problems 
that, in reality, are peculiar to our two 
countries. 

And I don’t think that that in any way 
does anything but even strengthen or add 
to our multilateral efforts. It just demon- 


strates that countries can mutually benefit 
from free and open trade. 


Strategic Defense Initiative 


Q. Mr. President, I imagine that there'll 
be a number of leaders in Bonn who would 
like to discuss with you your Strategic De- 
fense Initiative during your visit there. The 
question I wanted to ask was that the Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary recently raised some 
concerns about your initiative. He warned 
that there would be no advantage in creat- 
ing a new Maginot Line, which could be 
outflanked by simpler countermeasures, 
and he also suggested that the huge re- 
search program might acquire an unstoppa- 
ble momentum of its own. 

I wonder what your reaction would be to 
those two points? 

The President. Well, 1 think that’s in a 
sense borrowing trouble. We’re embarked 
on a research program. We don’t have 
something ready for deployment; we’re not 
talking about deploying. What we're re- 
searching to see is if there is an answer to 
the nuclear threat to all the world. 

We have a situation now between the 
major powers where we have a deterrent 
based totally on offensive weapons, and in 
our own country, it’s called the MAD 
policy, and what it stands for is mutual as- 
sured destruction, meaning that—and to 
me, there’s always been something a little 
immoral about that—that our deterrent is if 
you try to blow our people up, we'll blow 
yours up. 

Now, in the whole history of the world, 
every offensive weapon has always led to a 
defensive weapon. We're doing a re- 
search—if we would come up with a de- 
fense that would, in effect, make nuclear 
weapons obsolete, I think it would aid in 
what we’re doing in Geneva with our arms 
reduction talks: an effort to reduce greatly 
the number of such weapons in the world 
to the point that we don’t leave as a heri- 
tage to our children this threat of destruc- 
tion, literally of the world, if some madman 
comes along someday in one country or the 
other and decides to take that action. 

And I’ve made it perfectly plain that if 
our research—while I have any claim to it— 
is successful in any way, before there would 
ever be deployment, I would want to sit 
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down with our allies and discuss this totally 
and share. And I haven't even ruled out 
sharing with our potential adversaries. If we 
could substitute for simply an exchange of 
offensive threats, either totally defense or a 
combination of the two, so that we weren’t 
just living under this total threat that 
threatens even the rest of the world who 
might not even be participants, except in 
the destruction. 

Q. Still on this subject, Mr. President, 
President Mitterrand of France has invited 
other European countries to joint efforts to 
create European technological cooperation. 
I was wondering what you think of this ini- 
tiative and if you don’t think that SDI has 
set the stage for a technological confronta- 
tion between Europe and United States? 

The President. 1 don’t know that I can 
answer that. I imagine that I'll be hearing 
about that at the summit, and I'll be looking 
forward to the discussion of it. The only 
restriction we’ve ever wanted to place on 
technology is letting or giving that technol- 
ogy to a potential adversary, who then 
could use it to an advantage over us mili- 
tarily. And that’s been the result of 
COCOM, which we have with our allies in 
our restraint on providing such technology 
to the other country. 

I know that we, on SDI, we have invited 
all of our allies to come in and compete for 
contracts on the research and to participate 
in the research on that weapon. 

I think on that previous question, I left 
out something or other there that I should 
have said in addition, and that is that on 
SDI, also, that in the meantime—no, we 
support France and England in going for- 
ward on their own nuclear weapons. | think 
it’s been made necessary. We are, as you 
know, going forward with ours—with the 
MX, with the B-l bomber and even a 
bomber beyond that, and with the Trident 
submarine—because that—to use one of our 
own expressions, “that’s the only game in 
town.” 

Now, did I finish with yours? 

Q. Well—no—{/aughter|—we'll just go on 
to—just to make—— 


NATO 


Q. Mr. President, NATO is today much 
stronger than it was in 81, when you as- 
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sumed the Presidency, thanks to the United 
States. 

The President. Well, thank you. 

Q. But is NATO in these days strong 
enough? 

The President. Is it strong enough? I 
think basically—for a deterrent, yes. There 
is no question we do not match the Soviet 
Union in its military buildup, either in the 
strategic or in the conventional. But I think 
in the sense of a deterrent that a war, 
trying to take advantage of their superior 
forces, they would face more damage than 
they would want to accept. So, I think that 
from a deterrent standpoint—yes. 

Q. You stopped the stationing of the Per- 
shing II in Germany. Is that only for techni- 
cal reasons, or has it something to do with 
the—— 

The President. Yes, we—— 

Q. ——Geneva—— 

The President. ——yes, we’ve not—— 

Q. ——arms control talks? 

The President. ——we’ve not stopped 
that on a basis of changing a policy—no. 
We're going forward with that plan. Those 
countries requested those weapons of us, 
and the Soviets have continued to augment 
their intermediate-range weapons that are 
targeted on European targets. 

No, we would like, in the talks going on 
at Geneva, we would like something that 
would indicate that they were willing to 
reduce those. You know, our original pro- 
posal on the intermediate-range weapons 
was total elimination, zero-zero. Well, we 
gained half our point. The Soviets agreed to 
zero for us, but not zero for them. But 
we're going to continue. 

Incidentally, I want you to know also that 
SDI and the research that’s going forward is 
not just aimed at strategic weapons, such as 
a protection for ourselves. It would be very 
definitely a factor with regard to those SS- 
20’s, those Soviet intermediate-range weap- 
ons, for protection of the allies. 


Italian Elections 


Q. Yes, Mr. President, we are going to 
have very soon in Italy local elections, and 
the Communist Party has said that if it 
should win those local elections, it would 
give them a political, national meaning. 
And they would want to be in charge of the 
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government, to put a crisis on the Craxi 
government and have a new government 
headed by Communists. How would you 
feel about that? They were talking about 
NATO and all of this. How would you feel 
about the Communists taking the leader- 
ship in Italy? 

The President. Well, if you look at any 
country in the world that is run by a Com- 
munist government, you see that the 
people are denied all the democratic rights 
that we and our societies have come to be- 
lieve are democracy and are the rights of 
the people. I can’t quite believe that the 
Italian people, with their love of independ- 
ence and freedom, would settle for what 
the Communist government would mean to 
them and would take away from them. 

So, I hope it doesn’t happen. But if it 
does, from what I know of your people, I 
would think the Communists might get a 
rude surprise when they started to imple- 
ment their ideology. 


European Unity 


Q. And just one second about Europe, 
Mr. President. It seems that Europe is at a 
balance. You have asked Europe to take re- 
sponsibility on the economic side, and it’s 
also a quite balanced point of equilibrium 
from the political side. How strong do you 
feel that Europe should be united political- 
ly? And how do you feel about a unified 
European monetary system to balance the 
general equilibrium? 

The President. Oh, I don’t know that I 
want to get into things that are purely—— 

Q. Just your opinion. 

The President. ——yes, between those 
countries. But it seems to me that, as you so 
graciously said about the alliance and its 
closeness now, it seems to me that there is a 
greater bond—certainly in Western Europe, 
which is all we can talk about—a bond, be- 
tween the countries than I can remember 
in my rather long lifetime, a friendship, and 
now with the Congress that I will be ad- 
dressing there that represents all the coun- 
tries of Europe, elected directly by all the 
people of Europe, and the European Com- 
munity—all of these things I think repre- 
sent great progress. 

Q. And the monetary system? 

The President. Now, you're suggesting a 
single monetary 


Q. European monetary system. 

The President. European. I just don’t feel 
that I could comment on that. I haven’t 
done any study on my own of what that 
could mean or what the problems might be. 
I just hesitate to comment. 


U.S. Trade Negotiations 


Q. Well, let me throw out my question on 
trade. Do you think that the Bonn summit 
would be able to set early 1986 as a target 
for starting a new round of multilateral 
trade talks? 

The President. Well, that’s what we’re 
going to ask for, that the trade round begin 
early in 1986. And I have a feeling that 
we’re not going to be alone in that. I think 
there are others that want to see another 
trade round. So, I’m hopeful that will be an 
outcome of this summit. 

Q. Are you really optimistic about this 
result, outcome of Bonn? 

The President. Well, so far everything has 
shown progress. There haven’t been very 
many setbacks in the sense of countries 
adopting more protectionist measures. My 
own feeling is that protectionism just leads 
to.a restraint in trade and a lowering of 
prosperity for everyone involved. 

And I know in our own Great Depression 
back in the early thirties, I believe that de- 
pression was worsened and was maintained 
over a longer period of time than need be 
because our country turned to a thing 
called the Smoot-Hawley tariff. And I think 
that was a great factor in our decline. 

So, no, I think that all the signs—maybe 
the progress hasn’t been as fast as we'd all 
like, but it has been progress. 

Q. Just on that same point, Mr. President, 
if there is no agreement for a 1986 start to 
the GATT round, is it your feeling that an- 
other Smoot-Hawley can surface quickly, 
and it will be beyond your control? Is that 
what you’re saying to the world? 

The President. No, because I know that 
there are factions in our country, as there 
are in every country, who want protection- 
ism. But I think the progress we’ve made so 
far and the recovery, economic recovery, 
we're having, I believe we can defeat those 
protectionist factions. 

Now, what could happen if others sud- 
denly adopted protectionism and strength- 
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ened the hand thereby of those people in 
our own country; I don’t know. But I don’t 
see any threat of that right now. 

Q. The less-developed countries, of 
course, aren’t at the table in Bonn. They 
have a special interest in what takes place. 
Of course their debt problems we all know 
about. Will you be pushing your fellow sum- 
miteers to perhaps drop their own protec- 
tionist policies with regard to the Third 
World? Textiles comes to mind, sugar 
quotas. 

The President. 1 think it could help those 
countries. We’ve all expressed a desire to 
help the lesser developed countries. And 
too much of the time that has taken the 
form of just economic aid, handouts. 

I think that we should be directing our- 
selves more to helping them help them- 
selves. And in that connection, I have to 
say, our own country, this country, has pur- 
chased more of the production, particularly 
manufactured goods, of the lesser devel- 
oped countries than all of the rest of the 
world put together. And I don’t think it’s 
hurt us, our recovery continues. 

Q. But your Caribbean Initiative, for ex- 
ample, explicitly excludes textiles. Why not 
include it? 

The President. We have had a setup on 
textiles with regard to growth because—and 
this, I think, every country agrees on—that 
here and there, when an industry is faced 
with a crisis, a temporary situation, to help 
rather than let them go down to destruc- 
tion. Yes, we’ve all done that, and we have 
done it. 

We have a steel program in our country 
that is only invoked in the event of unfair 
competition first, but also if it is leading to a 
disaster. And then we have temporarily in- 
voked some regulations to help them get on 
their feet again. 


U.S.-Soviet Relations 


Q. Mr. President, when Mr. Gorbachev 
took over as Soviet leader, Mr. Shultz greet- 
ed the event as a moment of opportunity 
for an across-the-board improvement in re- 
lations. Do you think that the killing of the 
U.S. major in East Germany and Mr. Gorba- 
chev’s latest accusations about the Geneva 
negotiations mean that we’re now in for 
another rough period of East-West rela- 
tions? 
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The President. Well, 1 think it was in 
keeping with what has been the Soviet atti- 
tude on other things of that kind, including 
the shooting down of the Korean airliner. 
We certainly, out in the Western World, I 
don’t think can quite understand that kind 
of attitude. 

I think they missed a great opportunity to 
achieve some stature in the world by not 
admitting that this was a most regrettable 
thing and a tragic thing and extending an 
apology to the widow and child of the 
major and, yes, offering some compensa- 
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, it’s been announced 
from Moscow that Mr. Gorbachev will come 
to New York for the United Nations session 
next September. Could you tell us today if 
you will meet him at that time? 

The President. I'd be very willing to. I’ve 
expressed the belief that we should have a 
meeting, and his letter to me acknowledged 
that and said that he felt the same way. 
Now, I don’t know what his schedule—he 
will be coming here for the United Na- 
tions—whatever it is, if that should be the 
time. I certainly could arrange mine to ac- 
commodate and have that meeting. And 
one of the reasons why I think such a meet- 
ing should take place is that I’ve always 
believed that people get in trouble when 
they’re talking about each other instead of 
when they’re talking to each other. 

Q. And what will you tell him—to Gorba- 
chev? 

The President. What? 

Q. What will you tell him when he 
comes? 

The President. Well, I think that when 
we meet there should be some open discus- 
sion about some of these differences, some 
of the things that cause us all to be suspi- 
cious of each other, and see if we can’t get 
some things out in the open on the table so 
that we understand each other better. 


Message to the German People 


Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President, 
for granting us this interview. Please allow 
me this last question. We Germans hope 
your heart is not too heavy after all these 
misunderstandings regarding your visit. 
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Forty years after the Second World War, 
what message would you have for the 
people of the Federal Republic? 

The President. The message that I would 
have for them, and particularly in this anni- 
versary situation that is coming up, is one of 
recognition that for 40 years we have been 
friends. The summit meeting consists of the 
heads of state of countries that were 40 
years ago bitter enemies. We’re friends; we 
have been at peace. I would extend my 
own admiration for the democracy that the 
people of Germany have created in these 
40 years, for their dedication to democratic 
ideals, and that would observe this particu- 
lar time as one of recognition of the recon- 
ciliation that has taken place between one- 
time enemies and which we are more than 
reconciled—we have become close friends 
and allies. 

Q. You will not comment on Bitburg, I 
guess. 

The President. No, no. I am going to be a 
guest of your government, I’m looking for- 
ward to the entire trip. 

Q. The German people would like to wel- 
come you very much. 

The President. 'm looking forward to it. 

Q. Thank you. 


Note: The interview began at 2:37 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Partici- 
pants in the interview included Horst-Alex- 
ander Siebert, Die Welt, Bonn; Mario Calvo- 
Platero, II Sole 24 Ore, Italy; Toshikaka 
Yoshida, Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Japan; 
Fred Harrison, Financial Post, Canada; 
Michel Faure, Liberation, France; and Rich- 
ard Beeston, the Daily Telegraph, London. 

The transcript of the interview was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on April 27. 


Bonn Economic Summit and the 
Federal Budget 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
April 27, 1985 





My fellow Americans: 
On Tuesday Nancy and I will be on our 
way to Bonn, West Germany, where I'll be 


meeting with the leaders of our most im- 
portant trading partners. This is another in 
a series of meetings designed to enhance 
the economic cooperation between the free 
people of the world. By working together 
with our allies, we hope to ensure that the 
engines of growth and progress keep run- 
ning with efficiency. We want to make cer- 
tain that the fruits of open and free ex- 
change are enjoyed by all and that free 
trade is a two-way proposition. 

In meetings like this, one can’t help but 
be struck by the vitality of the Western 
alliance—clear evidence of the relationship 
between freedom and economic progress. 

One of the purposes of this trip to Europe 
will be to commemorate the 40th anniver- 
sary of the end of the Second World War, 
the monumental catastrophe that inflicted 
death and destruction as mankind had 
never before witnessed. I think it’s also fit- 
ting for us to commemorate this as an anni- 
versary of peace and the beginning of a 
new relationship with former enemies, to 
take stock of all that’s been accomplished in 
these 40 years of friendship. 

In these last four decades, the rise in the 
living conditions of people in the Western 
democracies has been nothing short of a 
miracle. The abundance we enjoy should 
lay to rest the lie that freedom must be 
sacrificed for progress to be made. Freedom 
not only is right; freedom works. It builds 
societies that are humane and positive in 
spirit. 

Citizens of democratic countries enjoy 
opportunity and well-being far beyond any- 
thing available to those forced to endure 
tyranny. A lack of faith in freedom often 
stems from the belief that people are not 
capable of making the tough decisions nec- 
essary for a country’s security and economic 
health. 

Americans have proven these cynics 
wrong time and again. It wasn’t that long 
ago we faced monstrously high inflation and 
economic stagnation here in the United 
States. As a people we stood at a crossroads, 
and instead of fearing our challenge Ameri- 
cans pushed forward with confidence and 
enthusiasm. Together, we cut the rate of 
inflation and brought back healthy growth. 
Our economy has produced 8 million new 
jobs in the last 28 months. Some of our 
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European friends are calling it “the Ameri- 
can miracle.” 

Well, it wasn’t a miracle. By working to- 
gether and making some needed changes, 
we turned a bad situation around. Now it’s 
time for the next step—tackling some fun- 
damental problems and laying the founda- 
tion for a decade of economic growth. 

Last Wednesday night I went on televi- 
sion to explain to you the budget decisions 
we must make. Our greatest challenge is 
bringing down deficit spending and doing it 
in a way which will keep our economy vig- 
orous and expanding. 

I worked out with Senator Dole and the 
Republican leadership of the Senate a pro- 
posal that will bring us within reach of a 
balanced budget by the end of the decade. 
It is a balanced effort of holding down the 
cost of defense and domestic programs 
while cutting from the Federal budget non- 
essential programs that are wasteful, ineffi- 
cient, and, in more than a few cases, should 
never have been financed with your tax 
dollars in the first place. Many of these pro- 
grams were brought on line at a time when 
Congress was acting like there was no limit 
to how much of your money they could 
spend. Today we know better, and it’s time 
to trim the deadwood from the Federal 
budget. 

Many of our opponents in Congress are 
advocating a freeze in Federal spending 
and an increase in taxes. The across-the- 
board freeze they advocate would limit 
worthwhile and absolutely needed _pro- 
grams while at the same time freeze in 
wasteful and inefficient ones. A freeze is 
really a decision not to make a decision. It 
is a retreat in front of special interest pres- 
sure. 

Raising taxes is also no alternative. First, 
the American people don’t want their taxes 
increased. You demonstrated that over- 
whelmingly in the last election. Second, 
raising taxes carries the risk that it'll kick us 
back into recession, which would end up 
increasing the deficit. Third, raising taxes 
will simply make it more likely that Con- 
gress will increase spending. 


Slogans and easy answers, like a freeze or 
raising taxes, are not the way to go. The 
answer is responsible reduction of Federal 
spending. It will work if we have the cour- 
age to say no to the special interest groups. 

I hope you'll let your elected representa- 
tives know how you feel, that you support 
our efforts to trim wasteful programs and to 
put our economic house in order. When I’m 
meeing with our friends and allies in 
Europe this coming week, I'll do so with 
confidence because ultimately I know you'll 
make the right decision. Our free society is 
based on faith in the people. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Generalized System of Preferences 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate Designating Least- 
Developed Beneficiary Developing 
Countries. April 29, 1985 








Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 


Pursuant to section 504(c\6\B\ii) of Title 
V of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended 
(the Act), I wish to inform you of my intent 
to designate the following 32 countries as 
least-developed beneficiary developing 
countries for the purposes of the General- 
ized System of Preferences Program (GSP): 


Bangladesh 

Benin 

Bhutan 

Botswana 

Burkina Faso 

Burundi 

Cape Verde 

Central African Republic 
Chad 

Comoros 


Djibouti 
Equatorial Guinea 
Gambia 

Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Haiti 

Lesotho 

Malawi 

Maldives 

Mali 
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Nepal 

Niger 

Rwanda 

Sao Tome and 
Principe 

Sierra Leone 

Somalia 


Sudan 

Tanzania 

Togo 

Uganda 

Western Samoa 

Yemen Arab Republic 
(Sanaa) 


GSP beneficiary countries that are desig- 
nated as least-developed beneficiary devel- 
oping countries are exempt from competi- 
tive need limits imposed under section 
504(c) of the Act. 

Section 504(c\6XB\i) of the Act requires 
that on or before July 4, 1985, and periodi- 
cally thereafter, the President make a de- 
termination based on the considerations 
listed in sections 501 and 502(c) of the Act, 
as to which current GSP beneficiary coun- 
tries qualify as least-developed beneficiary 
countries. Among the considerations listed 
in sections 501 and 502(c) is the level of 
economic development of a beneficiary as 
indicated by per capita GNP, the general 
living standard of its inhabitants and other 
economic factors that the President deems 
appropriate. Section 504(c\6\B\ii) of the 
Act requires that the President notify the 
Congress of his intent to designate a benefi- 
ciary country as a least-developed benefici- 
ary country at least 60 days before such 
determination becomes final. 

I have determined that the 32 countries 
listed above qualify as least-developed na- 
tions. The list includes all those countries 
now eligible for GSP under the U.S. pro- 
gram and recognized by the United Nations 
as least-developed countries. 

In order to insure that Congress has a full 
60-day period in which to review this deci- 
sion prior to its implementation, the desig- 
nation with respect to the 32 GSP benefici- 
ary countries will not become effective 
until the statutory deadline of July 4, 1985, 
contained in section 504(c\6\B\ii) of the 
Act. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker 


of the House of Representatives, and George 
Bush, President of the Senate. 


United States-Israel Free Trade Area 
Agreement 





Message to the Congress Transmitting the 
Agreement. April 29, 1985 





To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to transmit to you, pursuant 
to section 102 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2112(e\2)), the text of the Agree- 
ment on the Establishment of a Free Trade 
Area between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern- 
ment of Israel entered into in Washington 
on April 22, 1985. 

This historic Agreement was negotiated 
under the terms of Title IV of the Trade 
and Tariff Act of 1984 (P.L. 98-573) and 
provides for the creation of a Free Trade 
Area between the United States and Israel 
in order to strengthen and develop the two 
.iations’ economic relations and to further 
the friendship between them. 

With the Agreement I am transmitting 
the proposed United States-Israel Free 
Trade Area Implementation Act to be con- 
sidered by the Congress in accordance with 
the procedures of section 151 of the Trade 
Act of 1974; and a statement of administra- 
tive action that is proposed to implement 
the Agreement. Section 102 also requires a 
statement of reasons, first, as to how the 
Agreement serves the interest of United 
States commerce, and second, as to why the 
implementing bill and proposed administra- 
tive action is required or appropriate to 
carry it out. The second of these require- 
ments is met by the statement of adminis- 
trative action. This letter shall meet the 
first. 

The signing of this Agreement on April 
22, 1985 marked the end of lengthy negoti- 
ations with Israel. The passage of the pro- 
posed implementing legislation, I believe, 
will mark the beginning of a strong new 
trading relationship with our friends in 
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Israel. This Agreement, the first of its kind 
for the United States, provides for the elimi- 
nation of substantially all the trade barriers 
between the United States and Israel and 
will be instrumental in the development of 
bilateral trade for our mutual benefit. 

This Agreement serves the interests of 
United States commerce because it will 
create significant expansion of our trade 
with Israel. For the United States, the 
Agreement will provide duty free access to 
an $8 billion market in which we currently 
face relatively high duties and certain non- 
tariff barriers and in which we face a tariff 
disparity resulting from an Israeli agree- 
ment with the European Community. This 
Agreement will ensure that American firms 
can compete fairly and competitively in the 
Israeli market. 

I would like, in closing, to express my 
appreciation for the close cooperation be- 
tween the Congress and the Administration 
that has been the hallmark of our joint 
effort to make the U-S.-Israel Free Trade 
Area a reality. Our success in this undertak- 
ing should be a matter of pride for us all 
and a model for future trade initiatives. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
April 29, 1985. 


National Partnership for Child Safety 





Remarks at a Rose Garden Ceremony. 
April 29, 1985 





Attorney General Meese, Governor 
Martin, Congressman Lewis, Senator Thur- 
mond, Senator Hawkins, and ladies and 
gentlemen, welcome once again to the 
White House. I saw many of you just a few 
weeks ago. This time I ordered some good 
weather for this happy day. [Laughter] 

I’ve read your plan for a public-private 
partnership to encourage child safety, and I 
concur with your proposals. And I am here 
today to sign both the proclamation for Na- 
tional Child Safety Awareness Month and 


the Executive order concerning the Child 
Safety Partnership. And Id just like to say, 
before I put my name on these papers, that 
Nancy and I have been so moved, so 
touched by the recent efforts of the citizens 
of our nation in response to the sad prob- 
lem of missing children, kidnaped children, 
exploited and abused children. There’s a 
wonderful thing about Americans: They dis- 
cover a problem; they publicize it; they talk 
about it; and they come up with plans to 
deal with it. And they always succeed. 


Last year I challenged the private sector 
to assist us in combating the problem of 
missing children. Within a few short weeks 
the Trailways Corporation formed a part- 
nership with the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police. They started a program 
called Operation Home Free. In less than a 
year over 3,500 children have been reunit- 
ed with their families, and this was only the 
beginning. 

Innovative private sector initiatives are 
surging up all over the country. As you can 
see from this wonderful display behind us 
here, there’s no limit to what can be done 
to combat the problem of missing and ex- 
ploited children. 


The Woolworth Company is producing 
and posting pictures of missing children in 
their stores. K-Mart and the Guardian Cor- 
poration will put pictures in over 43 million 
photo-finishing bags each year. Pictures of 
missing children will appear on over 4 mil- 
lion tollway tickets in New York and on 
milk cartons around the nation. And the 
Mobil Corporation is working to display 
photographs in their stations in the Wash- 
ington, DC, area. 

These efforts have been valuable in locat- 
ing thousands of children. Safeway super- 
markets have been putting pictures of miss- 
ing children on their grocery bags. Last 
month two children were located within 2 
days because of that effort. 


Now, all of these companies are just part 
of a larger effort. Each week we find more 
and more organizations coming up with 
creative programs using their resources. 
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Recently I was able to visit the Ringling 
Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus, and 
there we launched one of the first Safe Kids 
Clubs that will now be found all along the 
route of the circus. All club members are 
fingerprinted and photographed and re- 
ceive safety tips to follow. 


The media has also become involved, not 
only to report on these programs but to 
participate. WVUE in New Orleans, for in- 
stance, just launched their child video print 
program, which will video tape any chil- 
dren in the New Orleans area. 


It’s important to note here that the Fed- 
eral Government, too, is involved. The De- 
partment of Health and Human Services 
administers programs to prevent and treat 
child abuse and neglect as well as provide 
services to runaway and homeless youth. 
And the National Center on Child Abuse 
and Neglect continues to work on this prob- 
lem, with much cooperation from the pri- 
vate sector. 


As a result of their good works, I believe 
that the public awareness campaign that is 
being waged will bring us that much closer 
to ending the scourge of child abuse and 
child sexual abuse. I could go on with what 
has and has not been happening. These pri- 
vate sector initiatives are tremendous. But 
it just occurs to me that even though the 
abuse and exploitation of children is a big 
problem, it is simply no match for the heart 
and the commitment of the American 
people—of the people, you here in this 
garden today. 


So, God bless you all. And I’m proud and 
happy to be here to sign the proclamation 
for National Child Safety Awareness Month 
of 1985 and the Executive order. And now 
I'll write instead of talk. [Laughter] 


[At this point, the President signed the 
proclamation and the Executive order.] 

There. Some days are happier than 
others. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 


National Child Safety Awareness 
Month, 1985 





Proclamation 5331. April 29, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


May has been designated as National 
Child Safety Awareness Month this year, 
but for a mother or father who has suffered 
the tragedy of a missing child, the night- 
mare is not confined to one day, one week, 
or one month. It stays with them until their 
child is found. For all too many parents, it 
stays with them forever. 

More than 1,500,000 children have been 
reported missing in the United States, but 
until recently there was little concerted 
action to deal with this problem. Today, 


‘ however, a new spirit of activism is bring- 


ing together parents, law enforcement offi- 
cials, and community agencies in an ener- 
getic drive to increase public awareness of 
the need to protect our Nation’s children. 

One of the most encouraging develop- 
ments in this regard was the establishment 
of the National Center for Missing and Ex- 
ploited Children. This Center disseminates 
educational material about child safety, 
offers information about voluntary identifi- 
cation procedures for young people, and 
maintains a toll-free hotline to help locate 
missing children. It is providing a needed 
focus for our Nation’s efforts to stem this 
serious problem. 

The safety of our children is everyone’s 
responsibility, and by working together we 
can make a difference. It is important for 
parents to instruct their children at an early 
age and ensure that they know their com- 
plete name, address, and how to dial their 
telephone number. The public and private 
sectors can provide the assistance that is 
needed by children who are victims of 
abuse, including safe and secure shelter for 
runaway and homeless youth to protect 
them from the dangers they might encoun- 
ter on the streets. Corporations can be help- 
ful by publicizing the plight of missing chil- 
dren to facilitate their identification and 
return home. 
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The most important thing we can all do, 
however, is to create a society in which our 
children are respected, loved, and cher- 
ished. The family is the natural place for 
demonstrating this love and respect, but the 
spirit of respect for family values should be 
spread widely throughout society. Activities 
such as child pornography should be 
straightforwardly condemned as inconsist- 
ent with a society that truly loves its chil- 
dren and respects the integrity of the child- 
hood years. By speaking up and making 
their voices heard, concerned Americans 
can make a big difference in the kind of 
society our children will grow up in and, 
even more, in their ability to grow up with 
the love and security that should be every 
child’s birthright. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
33, has designated the month of May 1985 
as “National Child Safety Awareness 
Month” and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 1985 as National 
Child Safety Awareness Month. I call on all 
Americans to join the effort to protect our 
children to ensure a healthy and productive 
generation of Americans as our contribution 
to the future. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 29th day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
five, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:25 p.m., April 29, 1985] 


President’s Child Safety Partnership 





Executive Order 12511. April 29, 1985 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
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amended (5 U.S.C. App. II), and in order to 
establish an advisory committee to recom- 
mend initiatives by which the private and 
public sectors may cooperate in promoting 
the safety of children, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es- 
tablished the President’s Child Safety Part- 
nership. 

(b) The Partnership shall be composed of 
not more than 26 members designated or 
appointed by the President from among 
citizens of the United States, and shall in- 
clude the Attorney General, the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, and the Sec- 
retary of Education. The President shall 
designate a Chairman from among the 
members of the Partnership. 

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Partnership 
shall examine issues and make recommen- 
dations to the President on preventing the 
victimization and promoting the safety of 
children in the United States. 

(b) The Partnership may conduct such 
studies, inquiries, hearings, and meetings as 
may be necessary to carry out its functions. 
The focus of the Partnership’s inquiries and 
reports shall be on recommendations for 
public-private cooperation to encourage 
and facilitate private sector involvement in 
child safety efforts, including activities ap- 
propriate for action by service organiza- 
tions, schools, businesses, charitable organi- 
zations, and public safety organizations. 

(c) The Partnership shall report to the 
President from time to time as requested 
and shall submit its final report by April 29, 
1987. 

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of 
Executive agencies shall, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, provide the Partnership such 
information as it may require to carry out 
its functions. 

(b) Members of the partnership shall 
serve without compensation for their work 
on the Partnership. However, members ap- 
pointed from among private citizens, in- 
cluding employees from State and local gov- 
ernment, may, subject to the availability of 
funds, be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as author- 
ized by law for persons serving intermit- 
tently in the government service (5 U.S.C. 
5701-5707). 
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(c) The Attorney General shall, to the 
extent permitted by law, provide the Part- 
nership with such administrative services, 
funds, facilities, staff, and other support 
services as may be necessary for the per- 
formance of its functions. 

Sec. 4. General. (a) The Departments of 
Justice, Health and Human Services, and 
Education are directed to join with the 
Partnership to encourage the development 
of public/private sector initiatives to pre- 
vent and respond to the victimization of 
children. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other Executive 
order, the functions of the President under 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended, except that of reporting to the 
Congress, which are applicable to the Part- 
nership, shall be performed by the Attorney 
General, in accordance with guidelines and 
procedures established by the Administrator 
of General Services. 

(c) The Partnership shall terminate on 
April 29, 1987, or 60 days after submitting 
its final report, whichever is earlier. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
April 29, 1985. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:28 p.m., April 29, 1985] 


Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States 





Remarks at the Annual Meeting. 
April 29, 1985 





George, it’s always a pleasure to share a 
platform with you—{/aughter|—but I get a 
little worried when I see you here like this. 
[Laughter] With both of us here, who’s 
minding the store? [Laughter] Well, I know 
that you’ve made George feel appreciated, 
and I don’t mind telling you that I, too, 
appreciate George Bush very much. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce, it’s an honor 
to join you for your annual meeting. No 
organization has done more to foster the 
spirit of enterprise in America. And you 


have my heartfelt thanks for your support 
as our administration has worked to push 
back government and restore to our coun- 
try its rightful economic freedom and vigor. 

Van Smith, as chairman you deserve a 
particular note of thanks. It’s been hard 
work, I know, but your time and skill have 
been deeply appreciated. 

There’s another person here today who 
gives this annual meeting special meaning, 
and this is the 10th anniversary of his lead- 
ership. And in that time, I know, he’s trans- 
formed this organization into not just a dy- 
namic voice in America but one of the pre- 
mier voices for economic freedom through- 
out the world. He and the chamber’s board 
of directors have brought about a revolu- 
tionary change in the effectiveness of the 
federation. So, Dick Lesher, president of 
the U.S. Chamber, would you mind stand- 
ing up so I can personally——{applause]. 
Congratulations. Congratulations, and I’m 
glad now that all of us had a chance to 
salute you. 

Now, I know that you're all too busy to 
get in the game of golf. But that was just a 
sneaky way of indicating that I got a little 
story about golf Id like to tell you. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Seems there was a fellow who had a little 
trouble connecting with the ball. And on 
one tee, he happened to put the ball next 
to an anthill. And when he took his first 
swing, he missed the ball and hit the ant- 
hill—sent a few hundred of them into orbit. 
Then he took a second swing, and again he 
missed and hit the anthill. As he wound up 
for a third try, one ant said to the other: 
“You know, it’s about time we got on the 
ball.” [Laughter] 

And that was just a sneaky way for me to 
say that it’s time we got on the ball—as I 
said in my address to the Nation on 
Wednesday night—got on the ball with 
regard to the budget. And permit me to say 
a few words about the budget to you now. 

We came to office in 1981. With your 
assistance, we took the first steps in decades 
to restrain the growth and the power of 
government and to bring to an end its en- 
croachment on American enterprise. We 
cut the growth of spending and regulations, 
supported a sound monetary policy, put in 
place new incentives for business invest- 
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ment, and enacted a personal income tax 
rate cut of nearly 25 percent. 

Our reasoning on the tax cut was simple. 
Throughout the seventies, effective tax 
rates had risen relentlessly, eroding eco- 
nomic incentives, and thereby driving mil- 
lions to choose leisure over work, conformi- 
ty over innovation, and immediate gratifica- 
tion over saving and investment. The 
impact of inflation on outdated depreciation 
schedules, meanwhile, was undermining 
capital investment. We believed that a tax 
cut would reverse the process, producing 
wide and lasting economic growth. 

At the time, you'll remember, our policies 
were received with something less than uni- 
versal acclaim. In October 1982 John Ken- 
neth Galbraith stated, “We have... an 
unprecedented experiment in economic 
policy and it has failed.” 

Well, Mr. Galbraith was correct that it 
was an experiment. He simply should have 
waited for the results. As of this April, the 
economy has been growing for 29 straight 
months. The recovery of business invest- 
ment has been the strongest in 35 years. 
Productivity has risen, bringing to an end 
the stagnation that characterized the 
ending of the last decade. Inflation is at the 
lowest rate in almost two decades, and the 
economy has been creating new jobs at the 
rate of nearly 300,000 each month. 

My friends, forgive me, but I still believe 
that with all of us pitching in together, you 
ain’t seen nothin’ yet. And you know, I said 
this before, but I’m going to repeat it, I was 
certain our program was working when 
they stopped calling it Reaganomics. 
[Laughter] 

As for government revenues—despite the 
impression that many have to the con- 
trary—they’re actually on the rise. In 1984 
Federal receipts increased 11 percent—a 
healthy gain of 7 percent even after ac- 
counting for inflation. This fiscal year that 
remarkable pace is being sustained. 

The effects of our tax cut are now, by 
now, unmistakable. The American people 
have rising incomes and new opportunities. 
Business is growing, and government is ac- 
tually watching its revenues rise. 

John Kenneth Galbraith, where art thou 
now? [Laughter] 

Our tax cut program has worked so well 
that next month I will unveil our plan to go 
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farther. This plan will simplify the tax code, 
broaden the tax base, and cut both personal 
and corporate tax rates. And by adding to 
tax incentives, or the incentives our first tax 
cuts provided, the new plan could widen 
the economic expansion. 

When I announce our new proposal next 
month, I hope you'll study it carefully; 
judge it in its entirety; ask whether it will 
make our economy as a whole still stronger, 
our tax code fairer, and whether it will pro- 
vide new incentives that will foster eco- 
nomic growth in which all of us can share. 
My friends, I can assure you the answer will 
be yes. 

The promise of our economic future is 
great, and the achievements of recent years 
have been historic. But both have been cast 
in shadow by a problem that could wipe 
them out—the Federal deficit. It’s impor- 
tant to be clear about the source of the 
deficit. It has not arisen as a result of the 
tax cut. On the contrary, as I have said, 
government revenues are actually on the 
rise. The deficit problem is a problem of 
spending—spending without direction or 
discipline, spending that in the past 20 
years has burgeoned absolutely out of con- 
trol. In 1966 Great Society programs cost 
$16 billion; by 1975 that figure had risen to 
$78 billion; by 1981 to a staggering $148 
billion. 

Now, this cannot go on. We must reduce 
the deficit, and do so at once. According to 
some, there are four options for doing so. 

Option one is a tax increase. This would 
squander our progress by placing a new 
damper on economic activity. Over time, it 
might even increase the deficit by cutting 
government revenues. My friends, I have a 
feeling you and I agree about the next sen- 
tence I’m about to speak. A tax increase, 
any tax increase, is out. Matter of fact, the 
only way they'll pass a tax increase is over 
my dead body. [Laughter] Not that I want 
of give my opponents any ideas. [Laughter] 

Option two is to make radical cuts in de- 
fense spending. In consultation with the 
Senate leadership, we have agreed to cut 
our proposed increase in defense spending 
down to 3 percent. But we’ve concluded 
that it be cut no further. The military might 
of the Soviets is growing. We simply cannot 
afford to break off our program to modern- 
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ize our forces, and we dare not place in 
jeopardy weapons systems that are central 
to American security. Keeping our country 
secure is government’s first job, and as long 
as I’m President, I intend to see that job 
gets done. 

Option three is to shrink the safety net 
for the needy. Yet it’s the duty of the gov- 
ernment to care for those in genuine need. 
In 1981, moreover, programs that provide 
income, food, housing, medical aid were re- 
formed and are now targeted only at those 
who need them. Shrinking the safety net is 
out. 

And that brings us to option four: cuts in 
a vast number of subsidies and entitlements 
that are out of date, serve only special in- 
terest groups, result from bureaucratic at- 
tempts at redistribution and social engineer- 
ing or give funds to those who do not need 
them. 

As George Bush told you, it’s here that 
the Senate leadership and our administra- 
tion decided we must concentrate our cuts. 
In brief, we went after the fat. As I men- 
tioned on television last Wednesday night, 
our taxpayers’ protection plan will reduce 
deficits by $300 billion over 3 years and 
bring us within reach of a balanced budget 
by 1990. It asks fundamental questions and 
acts on the conclusions. 

Is it fair to force all taxpayers to subsidize 
the travel of a few? Of course not. So, our 
plan will cut Federal subsidies to Amtrak, 
which at present costs taxpayers $35 per 
passenger every time a train leaves the sta- 
tion. 

I know this might strike a little close to 
home, but is it fair to force small businesses 
to subsidize their competitors or to force 
taxpayers to subsidize our biggest corpora- 
tions? No, it is not. So, our plan will deal 
with both those inequities. 

The need for our plan is obvious, but you 
can count on it to run into stiff opposition 
It cuts across an array of special interests. 
It'll cause many to make difficult adjust- 
ments by paring back middle class entitle- 
ments and curtailing subsidies to business. 

Indeed, many of you may find that the 
rollback in business subsidies will affect the 
enterprises that you lead, and yet we're 
calling for sacrifices at a time when they 


can be most easily borne. As I said earlier, 
the economy is healthy and growing. When 
we put our plan into effect, it is certain to 
grow still stronger. 

While Churchill may have had nothing to 
offer but blood, sweat, toil, and tears, what 
we have to offer is, in a word, prosperity. 
But I need your help to knock some sense 
into the spenders. Can I count on youP [Ap- 
plause}] 

Thank you. You’ve made my day. To put 
our plan into effect, we'll have to let the 
opposition know that the American people 
have had enough. The budget this year is 
more than a matter of balance sheets; it'll 
decide whether spending will make us all 
government servants or whether the Amer- 
ican people can once again master the gov- 
ernmental process. In a fundamental sense, 
what is at stake is nothing less than our 
democracy itself. 

Now, I know the chamber has already 
been hard at work getting out the word, 
and I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. By the way, I’m a little surprised that 
Dick Lesher was able to get off the phone 
long enough to be here. Dick, when this is 
over, you can make up for it by skipping 
lunch. [Laughter] 

This week will prove crucial. Critical 
votes will take place in the Senate, and 
there’ll be long days and late nights. It so 
happens that while all this is taking place, I 
will be away in Europe. 

Now, Dick and ladies and gentlemen, 
would you please hold a few feet to the fire 
for me? And like the Gipper said: Where- 
ever I am, I'll know about it, and I'll be 
happy. [Laughter] 

It’s been a pleasure to join you this morn- 
ing to talk about the budget and, in a wider 
sense, the cause that unites us—economic 
growth. Growth is what we have already 
fostered. Growth is what we continue to 
seek, and growth, I’m confident to say, is 
what together we shall achieve. 

Thank you. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at 
DAR Constitution Hall. 
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Mother’s Day, 1985 





Proclamation 5332. April 29, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For most of this century, we have set 
aside the second Sunday in May as a special 
day when we honor our mothers. It is very 
appropriate that we do so because from the 
earliest days of our country, mothers have 
played a major role in building America 
into a great Nation. The fortitude, courage, 
and love of family and country shown by 
these brave pioneer women lives on in 
mothers today. 

It is especially important that we honor 
mothers today, because we are more aware 
than ever before of the importance of the 
family unit, in which mothers play so cen- 
tral a role. Families are truly the foundation 
of society, and mothers the vital foundation 
of the life of the family. Their influence on 
the training and education of our youth is 
so deep and pervasive that it is impossible 
to measure. 

When we honor mothers, therefore, we 
honor the women who shape our Nation’s 
future. Their collective effect on the Amer- 
ica our children will inherit is greater than 
that of any act of Congress or any Presiden- 
tial decision. I am happy, therefore, to have 
this chance once a year to pay them tribute. 

In recognition of the contributions of all 
mothers to their families and to the Nation, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has designated 
the second Sunday in May each year as 
Mother’s Day and requested the President 
to call for its appropriate observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby request that Sunday, May 12, 1985, 
be observed as Mother’s Day. I direct gov- 
ernment officials to display the flag of the 
United States on all Federal government 
buildings, and I urge all citizens to display 
the flag at their homes and other suitable 
places on that day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-five, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and ninth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:26 p.m., April 29, 1985.] 


Foreign Issues 





Interview With Foreign Journalists. 
April 29, 1985 





President’s Trip to Germany 


Q. Mr. President, thank you very much 
for giving us the opportunity to talk to you 
before your trip to Europe. My name is 
Fritz Pleitgen. I’m with German Television. 
May I introduce to you my colleagues. 

Here to my left, Gerard Saint-Paul, TF-1, 
France. Jon Snow, ITN, Great Britain. Toyo- 
hiro Akiyama, TBS, Japan. Sergio Telmon, 
RAI, Italy. And last not least, Joseph Schles- 
inger, CBC, Canada. 

And now, my first question. The contro- 
versy over your intended Bitburg cemetery 
visit is sharpening, and it overshadows the 
economic summit, and it spoils your idea of 
reconciliation. The Congress urge you not 
to go. The veterans urge you not to go. And 
the Holocaust victims urge you not to go. 
And the majority of the American people 
are against this visit. Mr. President, how 
does this turmoil of emotions affect you per- 
sonally and politically and has the final 
word been spoken on Bitburg? 

The President. The final word has been 
spoken as far as I’m concerned. I think it is 
morally right to do what I’m doing, and I’m 
not going to change my mind about that. 

I don’t believe it actually has affected a 
majority of the people here. As a matter of 
fact, some of our own people have done 
polls and surveys and reveal that this is not 
of that great a concern. 

Now, I can understand how some of the 
people feel, because very frankly I don’t 
believe that many of your American col- 
leagues—in that sense, I mean in the 
press—have been quite fair about this. I 
think they’ve gotten a hold of something, 
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and, like a dog worrying a bone, they're 
going to keep on chewing on it. But this all 
came about out of a very sincere desire of 
Chancellor Kohl and myself to recognize 
this 40th anniversary of the war’s end—and 
incidentally it’s the 30th anniversary of our 
relationship as allies at NATO—that 
shouldn’t we look at this and recognize that 
the unusual thing that has happened—that 
in these 40 years since the end of that war, 
the end of that tragedy of the Holocaust, 
we have become the friends that we are, 
and use this occasion to make it plain that 
never again must we find ourselves enemy, 
and never again must there be anything 
like the Holocaust. 

And if that is what we can bring out of 
these observances and the trip that has 
been planned, then I think everything 
we're doing is very worthwhile. 

Q. But there have been made mistakes in 
Bonn and in Washington, and isn’t it yours 
and Chancellor Kohl’s obligation to correct 
these mistakes and solve this crisis? 

The President. Well, I'm not sure that I 
agree about mistakes. There have been mis- 
takes with regard to information that was 
given on the various locales. Let me just 
point out one place in which I think the 
whole distortion started. And it started with 
me, perhaps in answering incompletely a 
question. 

When the invitation came to a state 
visit—and for the purpose that I’ve men- 
tioned, because the Chancellor and I had 
talked about this, that there’s no longer, 
after 40 years, a time when we should be 
out shooting off fireworks and celebrating a 
victory or commiserating a victory or a 
defeat. 

This is a time to recognize that after 
years and years, centuries, indeed, of wars 
being settled in such a way that they plant- 
ed the seeds of the next war and left 
hatreds that grew and grew until there 
would be another war, that the miracle that 
has happened, that has brought 40 years of 
peace and 40 years of alliance, that those 
countries that were of the Axis and the 
countries of the allies—we’re sitting down 
together in the summit—and do this every 
year—and we're friends and allies, that this 
was the thing that we were seeking to do. 

But the distortion came when I received 
what seemed to be a private invitation to 


go to one of the concentration camps, and I 
didn’t see any way that I, as a guest of the 
state and of the Government of Germany, 
could take off on my own and go, and that 
might then look as if I was trying to do 
something different than the purpose that 
we had in mind. And I received a cable 
from Chancellor Kohl that no, such a visit 
to—and it will be Bergen-Belsen—was in- 
cluded in the trip, and I immediately ac- 
cepted. I thought it was appropriate in that 
way. 

The thing I thought was inappropriate, 
when it seemed that someone else was 
asking me to simply step away from the 
plans that were being made for me as a 
guest and go off on my own, and other than 
that mistake, I think that what has been 
planned is all in the spirit of recognizing 
what has been achieved. Your country now 
has the most democratic government it has 
ever had in its existence. You are and have 
been for 30 years one of the principal allies 
in the NATO defense for Western Europe 
and of the United States. And this is what 
we’re seeking to recognize. 

But at the same time, I think I’m free to 
say, just as your own people have said, and 
that is that we all must never forget what 
did take place and be pledged to the fact it 
must never take place again. 

Q. Mr. President, sorry to insist on that, 
but the news report published in the New 
York Times says that some SS buried in Bit- 
burg maybe participated in a massacre in 
Oradour. Oradour is a village in the south 
of France. And there were altogether 642 
victims. Did you know thatP How would 
you comment on thatP 

The President. Yes, I know all the bad 
things that happened in that war. I was in 
uniform for 4 years myself. And again, all of 
those—you’re asking with reference to 
people who are in the cemetery, who are 
buried there. Well, I’ve said to some of my 
friends about that, all of those in that ceme- 
tery have long since met the supreme judge 
of right and wrong. And whatever punish- 
ment or justice was needed has been ren- 
dered by one who is above us all. 

And it isn’t going there to honor anyone. 
It’s going there simply to, in that surround- 
ing, more visibly bring to the people an 
awareness of the great reconciliation that 
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has taken place and, as I’ve said before—too 
many times, I guess—the need to remem- 
ber in the sense of being pledged to never 
letting it happen again. 

Q. So, we go back to the Bonn summit, 
Mr. President. This summit could be a con- 
tribution to Western unity. 

The President. Yes. 

Strategic Defense Initiative 

Q. But SDI, your strategic initiative of 
defense, does not provoke unanimity. For 
instance, President Mitterrand of France 
said yesterday in my TV station that the 
SDI technology is very interesting, but the 
strategy is maybe wrong. What do you 
answer to that? 

The President. Well, perhaps at the 
summit if that subject comes up, perhaps I 
can clarify things for him so he'll under- 
stand what it is that we have in mind. 

First of all, let us be perfectly aware that 
the Soviet Union has, over a longer period 
of time, has already embarked on that kind 
of research. And what would be the plight 
of all of us if the Soviet Union, which has 
the most and greatest nuclear weapons ar- 
senal in the world, also had with it a de- 
fense against nuclear weapons and the rest 
of the world didn’t? 

Now, what I think President Mitterrand 
needs to know is that all we’re embarking 
on is research to see if there is the potential 
for a defensive weapon. And if there is, 
before any deployment took place, we 
would join with our allies—you, the coun- 
tries that are represented here—with 
regard to any deployment and what our 
strategy regarding the use of that weapon 
should be. 

But as it stands now, the world is faced 
with a threat in which our only deterrent 
against nuclear attack is to threaten retalia- 
tion so that in a sense we're saying if you 
wipe out millions of our people, we'll wipe 
out millions of yours. And it seems to me 
that if there is the possibility of having a 
deterrent that is more based on defensive 
weapons, which don’t kill people but only 
kill weapons, that then we should be 
moving in that direction at the same time 
that we continue our effort to get the re- 
duction between us of nuclear weapons. 

May I also say I know that President Mit- 
terrand as well as Prime Minister Thatcher 
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have problems in their own countries with 
regard to the support for your own nuclear 
arsenals. And because we're just going into 
a research and we don’t know how long this 
is going to take, I am in full support of 
England and France continuing to go for- 
ward with their own programs of nuclear 
defense, nuclear deterrent. 

Q. Mr. President, you suggested that this 
was a good moment to explain to anyone 
who wasn’t certain—to President Mitter- 
rand and others—the benefits of SDI. Yet 
wouldn’t it perhaps have been a better idea 
to explain all this and talk it out with the 
allies before you announced it? Isn’t there a 
sense in this, perhaps mirroring our first 
issue which was that of how to celebrate 40 
years of peace, isn’t there a sense in which 
you have announced moves and only after- 
wards had to get the allies agreement? 

The President. Well, 1 can’t remember 
the exact context of how an announcement 
was made or whether it was simply con- 
tained in our request going to our own leg- 
islature for the funding of such research. 
But as quickly as we could, we did go—and 
at the military level and at a higher level— 
we sent representatives over to brief all of 
the heads of your seven states as well as 
deal with your own military and our mili- 
tary leadership on this. 


Nicaragua Peace Proposal 


Q. Your aides say that you’re very upbeat 
as you move towards this summit. Yet it’s 
not been a good week for the person we’ve 
come to know as the Great Communicator. 
Is there any sense, particularly thinking of 
the contra vote and the confusion about Bit- 
burg, is there any sense in which you feel 
something’s: happened to the Great Com- 
municator in the last 10 days or so? 

The President. No. I've had 4 years of 
fighting with the recognition that one 
House of our legislature is of the opposing 
party, as a majority of the opposing party. 
And your parliamentary systems—you don’t 
have such things; the party and the individ- 
ual are the same. But then, I had the expe- 
rience of 7 out of 8 years as Governor of 
California having a hostile legislature, and 
yet we managed to accomplish a great 
many things. I have not given up on contra. 
Our position and the problem in Nicaragua, 
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the vote up there and the debate, whether 
they admitted it or not, is simply: Do they 
want another totalitarian Marxist-Leninist 
government, like Cuba’s, now on the main- 
land of the Americas, or do they want the 
people of Nicaragua to have the democracy 
that they’re willing to fight for and that 
they did fight for in overthrowing the 
Somoza dictatorship? 

And whatever way they may want to 
frame it, the opponents in the Congress of 
ours, who have opposed our trying to con- 
tinue helping those people, they really are 
voting to have a totalitarian Marxist-Lenin- 
ist government here in the Americas, and 
there’s no way for them to disguise it. So, 
we're not going to give up. 

As for the budget, we’ve just started that 
fight, and I’m determined that we’re going 
to carry through with a plan that puts us 
back on a course that ends deficit spending. 

But no, I don’t feel I’ve been destroyed. 


U.S. Trade Negotiations 


Q. Mr. President, let me change the sub- 
ject. You have indicated your intention be- 
ginning a new round of trade talks. Given 
that some European countries may need 
some encouragement or some incentives to 
start talking early 1986, what would you do 
at the summit to try to encourage them? 

The President. Well, 1 think that this is 
one of the subjects—it always has been—at 
the summits that we talk about, is the op- 
posing of the forces in each of our countries 
who want increased protectionism in trade. 
Protectionism has never been successful, 
and it usually ends up creating great eco- 
nomic problems for everyone. 

We have had some fine bilateral discus- 
sions with your own Prime Minister, Prime 
Minister Nakasone. We've made great 
progress there in ridding ourselves of ob- 
structions to back-and-forth trade, and so 
with our allies. We’re all somewhat guilty, 
even though we profess we want free trade, 
and we all really know down in our hearts 
that it is the best way to go, there still are 
elements of protectionism that all of us 
practice. 

So, what we feel is, it’s time to have an- 
other round of discussions to see how we 
can further liberalize and open up our mar- 
kets to each other. 


Q. But in connection with that kind of 
trade talk, I think most Europeans will 
probably want to gang up Japanese on that 
other so-called Japan program. How would 
you do itP 

The President. Well, we'll try to see that 
no one gangs up on anyone else because, as 
I said, everyone is guilty. They’ve all got 
some elements of protectionism. And we 
need to get it all out on the table and see 
how, together, we can end those things that 
do bring about, well, trade measures that 
are unfair. 


Meeting With Soviet Leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev 


Q. Mr. President, your attitude after the 
nomination of Mr. Gorbachev at the Krem- 
lin has been welcomed in Europe, your idea 
of having a meeting with him. I think that 
Mr. Gorbachev has taken a hard line, and 
do you still want to meet him, and what 
kind of meeting do you want? 

The President. Well, yes I'd like to meet 
him. I’ve always believed that you only get 
in trouble when you're talking about each 
other instead of when you're talking to each 
other. And some people in my own coun- 
try—again, some of your colleagues—have 
taken the tone that my expressing a desire 
to meet with him somehow is soft or not 
looking at reality. No, I think it’s looking at 
reality. 

And I think that until we sit down and 
face each other, look each other in the eyes 
as you and I are now, and try to eliminate 
some of the mutual suspicions and express 
our own objections to some of the practices 
that have been going on, such as the recent, 
terribly tragic case of the murder of our 
Major Nicholson there—the only way to 
settle this is not standing here several thou- 
sand miles apart saying things about each 
other. It’s to express ourselves to each other 
and express ourselves as to what is needed 
if we’re going to ever end these hostilities 
or at least reduce them. And so, yes, I look 
forward to a meeting. 


Nicaragua 


Q. In the meantime, Mr. Gorbachev is 
helping Ortega. What is the position of the 
United States vis-a-vis Nicaragua at the 
present? Do you rule out the use of force, 
the use of American troops—— 





Apr. 29 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1985 


The President. Yes. 

Q. ——in the area? 

The President. I've never considered it. 
What we have in Nicaragua is a revolution 
that was fought and literally with our ap- 
proval. The United States—I wasn’t here 
then during the fighting of that revolution, 
but the United States stayed back. And any- 
time there’s a revolution there are various 
factions, all of whom were opposed to the 
government that they’re rebelling against, 
and they joined together. 

They promised all the other countries in 
the Americas—Canada, the United States, 
all the Latin American countries—they 
promised that their goal was a democratic 
government, with free elections, pluralism, 
free labor unions, human rights observed, 
freedom of speech and religion, and so 
forth. 

When the revolution was over, this coun- 
try, under the previous administration, im- 
mediately went with aid—more financial 
aid to the new government of Nicaragua 
than had been given in 40 years to the 
previous government of Nicaragua—but 
then saw them do exactly what Castro did 
in Cuba after his people won the revolu- 
tion. The one faction, the Sandinistas—that 
faction eliminated all the other participants 
in the revolution. 

Some were exiled; some had to flee the 
country; many were jailed. And they drove 
them out, and then they made it plain, as 
Castro did in 1959, that they intended a 
Marxist-Leninist state. And they violated 
every promise they'd made to the Organi- 
zation of American States. 

Now, the people that are so-called con- 
tras, that are fighting against this, are veter- 
ans of the revolution. They are not rem- 
nants of the previous government trying to 
get a dictatorship back in power. These are 
the people, many of them were imprisoned 
themselves by the previous dictator. And 
they’re demanding a restoration of the 
democratic goals of the revolution. And we 
feel obligated to give them support. 

But the plan that we’ve asked the Con- 
gress to adopt is one in which those contras, 
themselves, have volunteered to lay down 
their weapons and ask them to be allowed 
to negotiate with their former companions 
in the revolution, the Sandinista govern- 
ment—negotiate how to restore the demo- 
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cratic goals. And they’ve asked that it be 
mediated by the church. 

Well, we have advanced that plan here 
and have said to the Congress that we will 
use whatever money is appropriated for 
food and medicines and so forth, not for 
military weapons. And we have the support 
of their allies—I mean, of their neighbors, 
Honduras and Costa Rica and Guatemala 
and E] Salvador. The President of El Salva- 
dor has said that this is the right idea at the 
right time. And this is what we’ve asked of 
our own Congress, and it’s what we want. 

We're not even seeking an overthrow of 
the present government. As a matter of 
fact, our plan says that while these negotia- 
tions go on, the present government stays 
in power. But it is simply for them to adopt 
the principles for which they said they were 
fighting in the first place. 


U.S.-Canada Relations 


Q. Mr. President, we’ve been talking 
about free trade or freer trade. At Quebec 
City in March, you and Prime Minister Mul- 
roney pledged yourself to trying to elimi- 
nate trade barriers between our two coun- 
tries. But we in Canada feel that there is a 
rise of protectionism in the United States, 
and certainly in the U.S. Congress. Now, I 
know you say there’s a bit of protectionism 
in all of us; and there is. 

Now, there’s also a report coming out in 
September. But I know, because I remem- 
ber your campaign in 1980, when you 
talked about a North American common 
market, given the fact that you’ve been 
President now for 4 years, what sort of 
trade relationship would you envisage? 
What sort of new trade relationship would 
you envisage between Canada and the 
United States? 

The President. Well, as free as possible. 
And of course, Canada and the United 
States, we are each other’s largest trading 
partner. These two countries here and that 
several-thousand-mile border without so 
much as one fortification or one armed 
sentry along that border, we're very 
unique. We have everything in common, 
including our heritage and background and 
language and all. And it is true that here 
and there, there have come about those 
specific trade barriers or restraints. And 
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what we've authorized on both sides is for 
our people at the ministerial level to get 
together and do the best we can to elimi- 
nate those barriers. 

And we, too, have made great progress, 
as I said earlier, with another country, with 
Japan. We’ve made great progress and some 
of the things that we celebrated there on 
this recent visit, the signing of some very 
basic agreements. So, I’m quite optimistic 
about what’s going to take place and how 
we can free up our border and rid it on 
both sides of these restrictions. 

Q. You know, sir, in many ways, we in 
Canada feel like we’re caught between a 
rock and a hard place. On the one hand, 
the Canadian dollar has gone down vis-a-vis 
the U.S. dollar. And all sorts of American 
producers are complaining that the compe- 
tition in lumber, let’s say, is unfair. On the 
other hand, in trying to seek new markets, 
we're up against the fact that the Canadian 
dollar is perhaps overvalued vis-a-vis over- 
seas currencies. 

The question really is: How would you 
respond if Congress went ahead and put 
restrictions, let’s say, on lumber trade and 


other sectors if trades or imports are being 
hurt? 

The President. Well, I'm opposed to it. 
And that is what I’ve had to tell our trading 


partners—Prime Minister Mulroney and 
Prime Minister Nakasone and the others—is 
to tell them that pressure is coming from 
elements in Congress who, for whatever 
their own reasons are, are trying to pass. 
And that’s why it’s beholden on us to make 
progress in eliminating these barriers 
before they try to have their way. 

Now, I’m opposed to those protectionist 
proposals in the Congress. And of course, I 
ultimately do have some power, that of 
veto, for measures that might be passed. 
But we have to recognize it, just as I think 
that the Prime Minister in your country, 
just as Prime Minister Nakasone in his, I 
think are being pressed from the bureauc- 
racy of their governments and from the leg- 
islatures as to restricting in how far they 
can go. So, between us, we just have to 
carry on the fight. And if we make enough 
progress in getting equal agreements be- 
tween us, we take away the ammunition of 
those who are trying to force protectionism 
on us. 


U.S.-U.S.S.R. Negotiations on Nuclear and - 
Space Arms 


Q. Unfortunately the time is running out. 
We have just 3 minutes to go. A question— 
Soviet leader Gorbachev has just offered 
deep strategic arms cuts. Do you think it’s a 
good proposal, or do you feel that he just 
wants to put you on the defensive? 

The President. Well, if he’s trying to put 
me on the defensive by asking for deep 
nuclear weapons cuts, I won’t be on the 
defensive, because I won’t defend against 
that. 

I was very optimistic before the talks 
started, when the late Chernenko and For- 
eign Minister Gromyko both publicly stated 
that they would like to see the elimination 
of nuclear offensive weapons. 

Well, I told Gromyko over in the Oval 
Office when he was here we could sign 
something right then, that that was our ulti- 
mate goal and that I was more than pleased 
to hear them say that it was theirs. 

Now, I recognize that that would prob- 
ably have to be brought about by various 
stages of reductions in numbers of weapons; 
and we’re very willing; and we have faced 
them there with proposals that make that 
evident, that we will join in real reductions 
of offensive nuclear weapons. 

Minister Gromyko said to me at one time: 
“How long are we going to sit here on 
these mountains ever getting higher of such 
weapons?” And I asked him then, I said: 
“Well, we have it between us the ability to 
lower those mountains, and as long as we’re 
equal at whatever level we stop, then we 
have a legitimate deterrent that would indi- 
cate that they’ll never be used.” 


European Unity 


Q. Mr. President, are you in favor of 
strong European unification, which of 
course is the thing of Europe itself, and do 
you intend to support it in your Strasbourg 
speech? 

The President. Well, | don’t know how far 
I should go in attempting to or appearing to 
be interfering in a problem that involves 
purely the European countries. I am grati- 
fied, and I think the world should be 
pleased, to see how the unity of Western 
Europe has—as far as it has come now. 
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You know, 200 years ago, our first Presi- 
dent, George Washington, in his farewell 
address to the Nation, urged them not to 
get involved in European affairs because of 
the rivalries and the enmities that existed 
between them. And here today that’s no 
longer true. Here today we are all allied, 
and there is this spirit of unity, so I just 
would hesitate to voice an opinion as to 
how far they would go with a union of 
Europe. That, I think—I don’t want the 
United States to sound as if we’re interfer- 
ing. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. I 
wish you a pleasant and a good and a suc- 
cessful trip to Europe. 

The President. Thank you very much. I’m 
looking forward to it. 


Note: The interview began at 2:33 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


National Tourism Week, 1985 





Proclamation 5333. April 29, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Travel has long been recommended as a 
way to broaden the mind and refresh the 
spirit. But in previous ages, travel was often 
hazardous and difficult. The rewards of a 
romantic adventure could sometimes be 
more than overbalanced by the dangers a 
traveler might encounter along the way. 

Today, the travel and tourism sector of 
our economy constitutes the second largest 
retail industry in the United States. The 
benefits of travel remain as enticing as 
ever, but the hazards and dangers have 
largely disappeared. Americans who want 
to travel abroad can experience the tremen- 
dous diversity of the world’s cultures on 
group excursions or on individually de- 
signed tours. 

Many Americans, however, are choosing 
to remain near home and explore the natu- 
ral beauties and historic monuments of our 
own Nation. And many citizens of foreign 
lands are joining them in discovering that 
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America’s rich history and scenic wonders 
make it an excellent place to take a vaca- 
tion. 

The Congress, by Public Law 98-424 of 
September 25, 1984, has designated the 
week beginning May 19, 1985, as “National 
Tourism Week” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning May 
19, 1985, as National Tourism Week. I call 
upon the people of the United States to 
observe this week with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and ninth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:57 a.m., April 30, 1985] 


Federal Real Property Management 





Executive Order 12512. April 29, 1985 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
486(a) of title 40 of the United States Code, 
and in order to ensure that Federal real 
property resources are treated in accord- 
ance with their value as national assets and 
in the best interests of the Nation’s taxpay- 
ers, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. General Requirements. To 
ensure the effective and economical use of 
America’s real property and public land 
assets, establish a focal point for the enun- 
ciation of clear and consistent Federal poli- 
cies regarding the acquisition, management, 
and disposal of properties, and assure man- 
agement accountability for implementing 
Federal real property management reforms, 
all Executive departments and agencies 
shall take immediate action to recognize 
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the importance of such resources through 
increased management attention, establish- 
ment of clear goals and objectives, im- 
proved policies and levels of accountability, 
and other appropriate actions. Specifically: 

(a) The Domestic Policy Council shall 
serve as the forum for approving govern- 
ment-wide real property management poli- 
cies; 

(b) All Executive departments and agen- 
cies shall establish internal policies and sys- 
tems of accountability that ensure effective 
use of real property in support of mission- 
related activities, consistent with Federal 
policies regarding the acquisition, manage- 
ment, and disposal of such assets. All such 
agencies shall periodically review their real 
property holdings and conduct surveys of 
such property in accordance with standards 
and procedures determined by the Admin- 
istrator of General Services. All such agen- 
cies shall also develop annual real property 
management improvement plans that in- 
clude clear and concise goals and objectives 


related to all aspects of real property man-. 


agement, and identify sales, work space 
management, productivity, and excess prop- 
erty targets; 

(c) The Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget shall review, through the 
management and budget review processes, 
the efforts of departments and agencies 
toward achieving the government-wide 
property management policies established 
pursuant to this Order. Savings achieved as 
a result of improved management shall be 
applied to reduce Federal spending and to 
support program delivery; 

(d) The Office of Management and 
Budget and the General Services Adminis- 
tration shall, in consultation with the land 
managing agencies, develop legislative ini- 
tiatives that seek to improve Federal real 
property management through the adop- 
tion of appropriate private sector manage- 
ment techniques; the elimination of dupli- 
cation of effort among agencies; and the 
establishment of managerial accountability 
for implementing effective and efficient 
real property management practices; and 

(e) The President’s Council on Manage- 
ment Improvement, subject to the policy 
direction of the Domestic Policy Council, 
shall conduct such additional studies as are 
necessary to improve Federal real property 


management by appropriate agencies and 
groups. 

Sec. 2. Real Property. The Administrator 
of General Services shall, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, provide government-wide 
policy oversight and guidance for Federal 
real property management; manage select- 
ed properties for agencies; conduct surveys; 
delegate operational responsibility to agen- 
cies where feasible and economical; and 
provide leadership in the development and 
maintenance of needed property manage- 
ment information systems. 

Sec. 3. Public Lands. In order to ensure 
that Federally owned lands, other than the 
real property covered by Section 2 of this 
Order, are managed in the most effective 
and economic manner, the Departments of 
Agriculture and the Interior shall take such 
steps as are appropriate to improve their 
management of public lands and National 
Forest System lands and shall develop ap- 
propriate legislative proposals necessary to 
facilitate that result. 

Sec. 4. Executive Order No. 12348 of 
February 25, 1982, is hereby revoked. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
April 29, 1985. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:58 a.m., April 30, 1985] 


Helsinki Human Rights Day, 1985 





Proclamation 5334. April 30, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


May 7, 1985, marks the opening session 
in Ottawa of the Human Rights Experts 
Meeting of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. This meeting is 
mandated to deal with questions concern- 
ing the record of all 35 CSCE states in pro- 
tecting human rights and fundamental free- 
doms, in all their aspects, as embodied in 
the Final Act. This is the first CSCE meet- 
ing that has ever been devoted exclusively 
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to human rights issues. It visibly manifests 
the success of joint U.S.-West European ef- 
forts to utilize CSCE as a major forum for 
discussions on human rights. 

The United States delegation will work 
tirelessly to achieve meaningful results at 
this assembly, which discusses an issue of 
great concern to this Nation. 

Human rights and fundamental freedoms 
lie at the heart of the commitments made 
in the Helsinki Accords of 1975 and in the 
Madrid Concluding Document of 1983. 
These documents set forth a clear code of 
conduct, not only for relations among sover- 
eign states, but also for relations between 
states and their citizens. They hold out a 
beacon of hope for those in the East who 
seek a freer, more just, and more secure 
life. We and the other Atlantic democracies 
will not waver in our efforts to see that 
these commitments are someday fully hon- 
ored in all of Europe. 

Let us as Americans look once again to 
our commitment to implement fully the 
human rights and humanitarian provisions 
of the Helsinki Accords, because these free- 
doms are fundamental to our way of life. 
Let us pledge ourselves once again to do 
everything in our power so that all men 
and women may enjoy them in peace. In 
doing so, we call on all 35 CSCE states to 
dedicate themselves to upholding these 
humane principles. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
15, has designated May 7, 1985, as “Helsinki 
Human Rights Day” and authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion reasserting our commitment to the 
Helsinki Accords. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 7, 1985, as Helsinki 
Human Rights Day and call upon all Ameri- 
cans to observe this day with appropriate 
observances that reflect our continuing 
dedication to full implementation of the 
commitment to human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms made in the Helsinki Ac- 
cords. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-five, and of the Independence of the 


United States of America the two hundred 
and ninth. 

Ronald Reagan 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:13 p.m., April 30, 1985] 


POW’s and MIA’s in Southeast Asia 





Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report. April 30, 1985 





To the Congress of the United States: 


In accordance with Section 1525 of the 
Department of Defense Authorization Act 
of 1985, I am submitting the attached 
report detailing actions taken by the United 
States Government in pursuit of our nation- 
al goal of returning any servicemen who 
may still be held captive in Southeast Asia; 
the fullest possible accounting of those still 
missing; and the repatriation of all recover- 
able remains of those who died serving our 
Nation. 

In doing so, I would like to reemphasize 
my personal dedication to this great nation- 
al effort and my confidence that the actions 
of those involved throughout the Executive 
branch of Government in the resolution of 
this issue reflect this same dedication. In 
this effort, there can be no partisan or paro- 
chial views or any special interests, but only 
the interest of the entire American people 
to see to it that all of us do our duty toward 
those who served this Nation so well in 
time of war and their families who look to 
us to help secure the answers they so right- 
fully seek and deserve. 

Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
April 30, 1985. 


National Science Foundation 





Message to the Congress Transmitting the 
Annual Report. April 30, 1985 





To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to send to you the annual 
report of the National Science Foundation 
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for Fiscal Year 1984. This report describes 
research supported by the Foundation in 
the mathematical, physical, biological, 
social, behavioral, and information sciences; 
in engineering; and in education in those 
fields. 

Achievements such as the ones described 
in this report are the basis for much of our 
Nation’s strength—its economic growth, 
military security, and the overall well-being 
of our people. 

We face challenges in science, engineer- 
ing, and technology, but I am confident 
about our ability to meet those challenges. 
The National Science Foundation has been 
and will remain a key part of the national 
effort to keep vital our great capabilities in 
research and productivity and to stay ahead 
of world competition through innovation 
and new discoveries. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
April 30, 1985. 


U.S.-U.S.S.R. Negotiations on Nuclear 
and Space Arms 





Statement by the President. April 30, 1985 





I have just met with our three senior ne- 
gotiators in the Geneva talks. Ambassadors 
Kampelman, Tower, and Glitman briefed 
me on developments in the first round 
which has just ended. We also had an initial 
discussion of our preparations for the next 
round. 

These negotiations are among the most 
complicated and difficult ever undertaken, 
and it is clear that they will take time. But 
we find ourselves in the best position to 
achieve meaningful arms limitations that 
has existed in a generation. With patience, 
strength, and Western solidarity, we will 
succeed. 

My administration is committed to 
achieving verifiable and equitable agree- 
ments substantially reducing U.S. and Soviet 
nuclear arsenals. This is one of the most 
important and urgent tasks facing the inter- 


national community, and we will not waver 
in our determination to achieve this goal. 
With our skilled and dedicated negotiating 
team we are doing our part, and, as long as 
the Soviet Union is similarly committed, 
there are grounds for optimism that agree- 
ment can be reached. 

I am leaving later today for Europe, 
where I will take part in the economic 
summit in Bonn and meet with some of our 
allied leaders both there and in bilateral 
visits to Germany, Spain, and Portugal. In 
addition to the major economic issues which 
are on the summit agenda, my private dis- 
cussions with these allied leaders will also 
cover security issues, including develop- 
ments in Geneva. Our commitment, and 
that of our friends and allies, to our twin 
goals of peace and prosperity remains stead- 
fast. 


United States Ambassador to 
Mauritania 





Nomination of Robert L. Pugh. 
April 30, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert L. Pugh, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Counselor, as Ambassador to the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania. He would 
succeed Edward Lionel Peck. 

Mr. Pugh began his career in the Foreign 
Service in 1961. He studied at the Foreign 
Service Institute and then served as an 
international economist in the Department 
from 1961 to 1963. He then went back to 
the Institute for further study from 1963 to 
1964. In 1964 he became political/military 
officer at the U.S. Embassy in Ankara, 
Turkey, where he served until 1967 when 
he went to Isfahan as principal officer of 
the American consulate. From 1969 to 
1972, he was political officer in the Office 
of Turkish Affairs, Bureau of Near Eastern 
and South Asian Affairs, in the Department. 
In 1972 he went to Athens, Greece, to 
serve as political/ military officer until 1976. 
From there he returned to Washington as 
congressional relations officer until 1977. 
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From 1977 to 1979, he was political adviser 
to CINCUSNAVEUR in London. In 1979 he 
served as Deputy Director of the Office of 
Southern European Affairs in the Bureau of 
European Affairs. From 1981 to 1982, he 
was a personnel placement officer in the 
Bureau of Personnel. In 1982 he went to 
the U.S. Embassy in Beirut as deputy chief 
of mission, where he served until 1984. 
Since then he has been attending the Exec- 
utive Seminar in National and International 
Affairs at the Foreign Service Institute. 

Mr. Pugh graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin (B.A., 1954). His foreign lan- 
guages are French, Turkish, and Persian. 
He is married and has two children. He was 
born October 27, 1921, in Clinton, PA. 


Copyright Royalty Tribunal 





Nomination of Rose Marie Monk To Be a 
Commissioner. April 30, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Rose Marie Monk to be a 
Commissioner of the Copyright Royalty Tri- 
bunal for the term of 7 years from Septem- 
ber 27, 1984. She would succeed Thomas C. 
Brennan. 

Ms. Monk is currently executive assistant 
with Nofziger Communications, Inc. Previ- 
ously she served as special assistant to the 
Honorable Milan D. Bish, Ambassador to 
Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean (1982- 
1983). She served as executive assistant to 
Lyn Nofziger (Assistant to the President for 
Political Affairs) at the White House (1981- 
1982) and at the Reagan for President Com- 
mittee, where Mr. Nofziger served as Press 
Secretary (1980). Ms. Monk also was execu- 
tive assistant to Mr. Nofziger at the Lyn 
Nofziger Co. in Los Angeles (1979-1980) 
and at Citizens for the Republic (1977- 
1979). 

Ms. Monk graduated from the University 
of Texas (B.A., 1964). She was born May 12, 
1942, in McAllen, TX, and now resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Postal Rate Commission 





Nomination of Patti Birge Tyson To Be a 
Commissioner. April 30, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Patti Birge Tyson to be a 
Commissioner of the Postal Rate Commis- 
sion for the term expiring November 22, 
1990. She would succeed James H. Duffy. 

Ms. Tyson is currently Executive Assistant 
to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. Previously, she was chief counsel 
and staff director, Subcommittee on the 
Legislative Process, House Committee on 
Rules (1977-1983); administrative assistant 
to Congressman Gillis Long (D-LA) in 
1975-1976; assistant to the division director, 
Bureau of Quality Assurance (1974-1975); 
and executive assistant to Congresswoman 
Margaret Heckler (R-MA) in 1968-1972. 


Ms. Tyson graduated from the University 
of Texas (A.B.) and the National Law 
Center, George Washington University 
(J.D.). She was born October 3, 1939, in 
Sherman, TX, and now resides in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


President’s Commission on White 
House Fellowships 





Appointment of Stanley S. Scott as a 
Member. April 30, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Stanley S. Scott to be a 
member of the President’s Commission on 
White House Fellowships. This is an initial 
appointment. 


Mr. Scott has been with Philip Morris 
since 1977 serving as assistant director, cor- 
porate relations and communications (1977); 
director, corporate public affairs (1977- 
1979); and vice president, public affairs 
(1979-1984). He was elected a vice presi- 
dent of Philip Morris, Inc., on August 29, 
1984, and was appointed director, corporate 
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affairs, in July of 1984. Previously, Mr. Scott 
served as Assistant Administrator of AID 
(1975-1977); Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent, the White House (1973-1975); and as- 
sistant to the Director of Communications 
for the executive branch, the White House 
(1971-1973). 

Mr. Scott graduated from Lincoln Univer- 
sity (B.S., 1959). He is married, has three 
children, and resides in Dobbs Ferry, NY. 
He was born July 2, 1933, in Bolivar, TN. 


Department of State 





Nomination of Elliott Abrams To Be 
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American 
Affairs. April 30, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Elliott Abrams as Assistant 
Secretary of State for Inter-American Af- 
fairs. He would succeed Langhorne A. 
Motley. Ambassador Motley was Ambassa- 
dor to Brazil from September 1981 to June 
1983, and has served as Assistant Secretary 
of State for Inter-American Affairs since 
then. 


Mr. Abrams has been serving as Assistant 
Secretary of State for Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs since November 1981. 
Previously he was Assistant Secretary of 
State for International Organizations. 
Before assuming his post at the State De- 
partment, he was an attorney with the law 
firm of Verner, Lipfert, Bernhard and 
McPherson of Washington, DC, in 1979- 
1981. He was special counsel to Senator 
Daniel Moynihan (D-NY) in 1977-1979. In 
1973-1975 he was an attorney with the 
firm of Breed, Abbott and Morgan of 
Boston, MA. 

Mr. Abrams graduated from Harvard Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1969), the London School of 
Economics (M.Sc., 1970), and Harvard Law 
School (J.D., 1973). He was born January 24, 
1948, in New York, NY. He is married and 
resides in Washington, DC. 


Federal Budget 





Statement by the President on Senate 
Approval of the Proposed Budget. 
April 30, 1985 





A short time ago the Senate took an im- 
portant step toward putting our nation’s 
fiscal house in order. The vote today on the 
$300 billion taxpayers’ protection plan dem- 
onstrated foresight and responsible leader- 
ship. Majority Leader Dole and his col- 
leagues are to be commended. 

This step, though crucial, was just the 
first on a long and difficult road. To carry 
the taxpayers’ protection plan through to 
final passage, the Senators who voted for 
the plan today will have to stand fast 
against a long list of amendments—amend- 
ments that would weaken the package, split 
the coalition of Senators who support the 
package, and ultimately do grave damage 
to our economy. I am confident, however, 
that if a majority of the Senate remains true 
to the spirit of unity and determination so 
apparent today, then the taxpayers’ protec- 
tion plan will become law, and the Ameri- 
can economy will continue to expand with 
vigor. 


The President’s Trip to Europe 





Remarks on Departure From the White 
House. April 30, 1985 





Nancy and I leave tonight for the eco- 
nomic summit in Bonn and our state visits 
to the Federal Republic of Germany, Spain, 
and Portugal. And I'll also have the oppor- 
tunity to speak to the Parliament in Stras- 
bourg, France, to mark the 40th anniversa- 
ry of the end of the Second World War in 
Europe and the beginning of an unprece- 
dented period of peace and prosperity. 

Forty years ago, World War II was near- 
ing its end, much of Europe lay in ruins. 
The destruction and terrible human losses 
were matched by fear and doubt about an 
uncertain future. 
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We leave tonight for a Europe that is 
rebuilt from the disaster of war and morally 
restored from the despair of 1945. The 
strong, confident alliance of free people 
who've done this can take satisfaction in 
their achievements and look to the future 
with confidence. So, we leave on this jour- 
ney infused with pride and hope. We are 
proud of our Atlantic partnership that an- 
chors the freedom and democracy which 
our nations have created from the rubble of 
40 years ago. 

Our hopes for the future are high. De- 
spite the hectic pace of change in today’s 
world, we know that by allowing the freest 
expression of individual human aspirations, 
we can surmount our challenges and build a 
more secure and peaceful future. We know 
this because of a simple truth which makes 
our societies strong: Freedom works. 

The economic summit conference, now 
an annual event, spans the free world from 
the Federal Republic of Germany to Japan, 
providing the clearest possible symbol of 
our modern economic interdependence. At 
this year’s summit, we will strive for agree- 
ment to meet the challenge of greater 
growth on which our good fortunes depend. 
In doing so we will work to ensure coopera- 
tion among our economies. We approach 
this challenge with vigor, vision, and opti- 
mism. 

We visit Europe determined to carry for- 
ward the spirit of peace and reconciliation 
among old adversaries and the power of our 
democratic ideals. The friendship between 
the American and German peoples—a great 
blessing that has grown rich and strong 
over our three centuries of shared national 
experience—is dramatic proof of how 
former enemies can be brought together 
again. 

What better example of the success of 
democracy could we find than the strong 
new democratic systems in Spain and Por- 
tugal? We’re pleased to salute the accom- 
plishments of these countries, whose contri- 
bution to the New World was so great. The 
partnerships that we’ve built in Europe, the 
Atlantic community, and across the Pacific 
are the underlying foundation for the free- 
dom that protects peace and security and 
strengthens the prosperity for hundreds of 
millions of people across this planet. 

So, we leave tonight, eager to see again 
our European and Japanese friends and 
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confident that, together, we can meet the 
challenge of expanding freedom and of pre- 
serving the blessings of the peace that we 
share. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:37 p.m. to 
administration officials and White House 
staff at the South Portico of the White 
House. 


Economic Sanctions Against Nicaragua 





Executive Order 12513. May 1, 1985 





PROHIBITING TRADE AND CERTAIN OTHER 
TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING NICARAGUA 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seqg.), the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
chapter 12 of Title 50 of the United States 
Code (50 U.S.C. 191 et seq.), and section 301 
of Title 3 of the United States Code, 

I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United 
States of America, find that the policies and 
actions of the Government of Nicaragua 
constitute an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States and hereby de- 
clare a national emergency to deal with 
that threat. 

I hereby prohibit all imports into the 
United States of goods and services of Nica- 
raguan origin; all exports from the United 
States of goods to or destined for Nicaragua, 
except those destined for the organized 
democratic resistance, and transactions re- 
lating thereto. 

I hereby prohibit Nicaraguan air carriers 
from engaging in air transportation to or 
from points in the United States, and trans- 
actions relating thereto. 

In addition, I hereby prohibit vessels of 
Nicaraguan registry from entering into 
United States ports, and transactions relat- 
ing thereto. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is delegat- 
ed and authorized to employ all powers 
granted to me by the International Emer- 
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gency Economic Powers Act to carry out 
the purposes of this Order. 

The prohibitions set forth in this Order 
shall be effective as of 12:01 a.m., Eastern 
Daylight Time, May 7, 1985, and shall be 
transmitted to the Congress and published 
in the Federal Register. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
May 1, 1985. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:48 a.m., May 1, 1985] 


Economic Sanctions Against Nicaragua 





Message to the Congress on U.S. Actions. 
May 1, 1985 





To the Congress of the United States: 


Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Interna- 
tional Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703, I hereby report to the Con- 
gress that I have exercised my statutory au- 
thority to declare a national emergency.and 
to prohibit: (1) all imports into the United 
States of goods and services of Nicaraguan 
origin; (2) all exports from the United States 
of goods to or destined for Nicaragua except 
those destined for the organized democratic 
resistance; (3) Nicaraguan air carriers from 
engaging in air transportation to or from 
points in the United States; and (4) vessels 
of Nicaraguan registry from entering into 
United States ports. 

These prohibitions will become effective 
as of 12:01 am., Eastern Daylight Time, 
May 7, 1985. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order that I have issued making this decla- 
ration and exercising these authorities. 

1. I have authorized these steps in re- 
sponse to the emergency situation created 
by the Nicaraguan Government’s aggressive 
activities in Central America. Nicaragua’s 
continuing efforts to subvert its neighbors, 
its rapid and destabilizing military buildup, 
its close military and security ties to Cuba 
and the Soviet Union and its imposition of 
Communist totalitarian internal rule have 
been described fully in the past several 
weeks. The current visit by Nicaraguan 
President Ortega to Moscow underscores 


this disturbing trend. The recent rejection 
by Nicaragua of my peace initiative, viewed 
in the light of the constantly rising pressure 
that Nicaragua’s military buildup places on 
the democratic nations of the region, makes 
clear the urgent threat that Nicaragua’s ac- 
tivities represent to the security of the 
region and, therefore, to the security and 
foreign policy of the United States. The ac- 
tivities of Nicaragua, supported by the 
Soviet Union and its allies, are incompatible 
with normal commercial relations. 

2. In taking these steps, I note that 
during this month’s debate on U.S. policy 
toward Nicaragua, many Members of Con- 
gress, both supporters and opponents of my 
proposals, called for the early application of 
economic sanctions. 

3. I have long made clear that changes in 
Sandinista behavior must occur if peace is 
to be achieved in Central America. At this 
time, I again call on the Government of 
Nicaragua: 

° to halt its export of armed insurrection, 
terrorism, and subversion in neighbor- 
ing countries; 
to end its extensive military relation- 
ship with Cuba and the Soviet Bloc 
and remove their military and security 
personnel; 
to stop its massive arms buildup and 
help restore the regional military bal- 
ance; and 
to respect, in law and in practice, 
democratic pluralism and observance 
of full political and human rights in 
Nicaragua. 

4. U.S. application of these sanctions 
should be seen by the Government of Nica- 
ragua, and by those who abet it, as unmis- 
takable evidence that we take seriously the 
obligation to protect our security interests 
and those of our friends. I ask the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua to address seriously the 
concerns of its neighbors and its own oppo- 
sition and to honor its solemn commitments 
to non-interference, non-alignment, respect 
for democracy, and peace. Failure to do so 
will only diminish the prospects for a peace- 
ful settlement in Central America. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
May 1, 1985. 
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Economic Sanctions Against Nicaragua 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. May 1, 1985 





The President has ordered the imposition 
by the United States of economic sanctions 
against the Government of Nicaragua under 
authority granted by the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act and 
other authorities. The sanctions include a 
total embargo on trade with Nicaragua, no- 
tification of U.S. intent to terminate its 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navi- 
gation with Nicaragua, and the suspension 
of service to the United States by Nicara- 
guan airlines and Nicarguan flag vessels. A 
report on these actions is being sent today 
to the Congress. 


The President authroized these steps in 
response to the emergency situation cre- 
ated by the Nicaraguan Government’s ag- 
gressive activities in Central America. Ni- 
caragua’s continuing efforts to subvert its 
neighbors, its rapid and destabilizing mili- 
tary buildup, its close military and security 
ties to Cuba and the Soviet Union, and its 
imposition of Communist totalitarian inter- 
nal rule have been described fully in the 
past several weeks. Since the House of Rep- 
resentatives failed to act on the President’s 
peace initiative, there have been further in- 
dications of this disturbing trend: 


—the new ties between Nicaragua and 
the Soviet Union announced by TASS in 
connection with Daniel Ortega’s current 
trip to Moscow; 


—the recent apprehension in Honduras 
of sever agents of the Nicaraguan state se- 
curity service, who admitted that they have 
traveled to Honduras from Nicaragua in 
order to aid and assist Honduran insurgents; 


—delivery last week to Nicaragua by the 
Soviet Union of additional MI-8/17 helicop- 
ters; 


—the delivery last week by East Germany 
of a large shipment of military transport 
equipment to Nicaragua; and 


—the rejection by Nicaraguan leaders of 
any possible church-mediated dialog with 
the democratic opposition of Nicaragua. 
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These events and the recent Nicaraguan 
rejection of the President’s peace initiative, 
viewed in the light of the constantly rising 
pressure that Nicaragua’s military buildup 
places on the democratic nations of the 
region, makes clear the urgent threat that 
Nicaragua’s activities represent to the secu- 
rity of the region and, therefore, to the se- 
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. The activities of Nicaragua, support- 
ed by the Soviet Union and its allies, are 
incompatible with nornal commerical rela- 
tions. 


During the month-long debate on USS. 
policy toward Nicaragua, many Members of 
Congress, both supporters and opponents of 
the administration’s proposals, called for the 
early application of economic sanctions. It 
should be understood, however, that the 
President does not consider the imposition 
of these sanctions to be a substitute for U.S. 
assistance to the unified democratic opposi- 
tion. 


The administration has long made clear 
that changes in Sandinista behavior must 
occur if peace is to be achieved in Central 
America. In makin this announcement, the 
President again calls on the Government of 
Nicaragua: 


—to halt its export of armed insurrection, 
terrorism, and subversion in neighboring 
countries; 


—to end its extensive military relation- 
ship with Cuba and the Soviet bloc and 
remove their military personnel; 


—to stop its massive arms buildup and 
help restore the regional military balance; 
and 


—to respect, in law and in practice, 
democratic pluralism and observance of full 
political and human rights in Nicaragua. 


The administration has repeatedly urged 
the Government of Nicaragua to respect its 
1979 commitments to the OAS and more 
recently to the 1983 Contadora document 
of objectives, whose terms closely parallel 
our own basic objectives. Heretofore the 
Sandinistas have ignored or rejected all 
such appeals. 


The American Embassy in Managua has 
just renewed with the Government of Nica- 
ragua the President’s strong endorsement 





for internal dialog and reiterated his firm 
intention to pursue U.S. interests and na- 
tional objectives in Central America. In this 
regard, it should be noted that the meas- 
ures being instituted by the President are 
easily rescinded if Nicaragua acts to relieve 
our concerns. 

The President remains convinced that the 
church-mediated dialog between the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua and the unified 
democratic opposition, as called for by the 
resistance on March 1 and in the Presi- 
dent’s April 4 peace proposal, could make a 
major contribution to resolution of conflict 
in the region. The President continues to 
believe that direct pressure presents the 
only effective means of moderating Nicara- 
guan behavior and is using the means avail- 
able to him toward that end. He urges all 
Members of the Congress to support future 
requests for assistance to the Nicaraguan 
democratic resistance. He has also made it 
clear that the embargo does not apply to 
those goods destined for the organized 
democratic resistance nor will it apply to 
donations of articles such as food, clothing, 
and medicine intended to be used to re- 
lieve human suffering. 

In the meantime, U.S. application of 
these measures should be seen by the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua and by those whoa 
bet it as unmistakable evidence that we 
take seriously the obligation to protect our 
security interests and those of our friends. 
The President calls again on the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua to address seriously the 
concerns of its neighbors and its own demo- 
cratic opposition and to honor its solemn 
commitments to noninterference, nonalign- 
ment, respect for democracy, and peace. 
Failure to do so will only diminish the pros- 
pects for a peaceful settlement in Central 
America. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 27 

In the evening, the President attended 
the White House Correspondents Associa- 
tion’s annual dinner at the Washington 
Hilton Hotel. 


April 29 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—the Cabinet and members of the White 

House staff, for a luncheon meeting to 
discuss the upcoming economic 
summit. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
the swearing-in ceremony in the Roosevelt 
Room for William E. Brock as Secretary of 
Labor. Mr. Brock was sworn in by the Vice 
President. 

The White House announced that the 
President has invited President Habib Bour- 
guiba of the Republic of Tunisia to make an 
official working visit to the United States. 
President Bourguiba has accepted the invi- 
tation and will meet with the President at 
the White House on June 18. 


April 30 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Senator John Tower of Texas and Am- 
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bassadors Maynard W. Glitman and 
Max M. Kampelman, the head nego- 
tiators of each of three groups making 
up the U.S. delegation to the U.S.- 
Soviet negotiations on nuclear and 
space arms, to report on the first round 
of negotiations. 

The White House announced that the 
President has designated Mr. and Mrs. Fess 
E. Parker, Jr., of Santa Barbara, CA, to be 
official U.S. representatives to the celebra- 
tion in Australia of Australian-American 
Friendship (“Coral Sea”) Week. This impor- 
tant annual event commemorates the May 
1942 Battle of the Coral Sea, an important 
turning point in World War II. The event 
celebrates Australian-American friendship 
and the solidarity which evolved from that 
significant victory in the common defense 
of Australia. This year’s observance will be 
held in various locations in Australia be- 
tween May 3-10. Mr. Parker, a U.S. Navy 
veteran of the World War II Pacific Thea- 
ter, and his wife, will be guests of the Aus- 
tralian Government and will participate in 
major events in Sydney, Melbourne, Ade- 
laide, and Canberra. 

In the evening, the President left the 
White House for a 10-day trip to Europe. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service Officers. 





Submitted April 29 


Harry George Barnes, Jr., 
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Career Minister, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Chile. 


William Andreas Brown, 


of New Hampshire, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
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Nominations—Continued 

Submitted April 29 —Continued 

Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Kingdom of Thailand. 


David George Newton, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Iraq. 


Submitted April 30 


Robert L. Pugh, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania. 


Samuel B. Sterrett, 

of Maryland, to be a Judge of the United 
States Tax Court for a term expiring 15 
years after he takes office (reappointment). 


Rose Marie Monk, 

of Texas, to be a Commisisoner of the Copy- 
right Royalty Tribunal for the term of 7 
years from September 27, 1984, vice 
Thomas C. Brennan, term expired. 


Patti Birge Tyson, 

of Texas, to be a Commissioner of the Postal 
Rate Commission for the term expiring No- 
vember 22, 1990, vice James H. Duffy, term 
expired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released April 29 


Statement: 

On new home sales for March—by Larry M. 
Speakes, Principal Deputy Press Secretary 
to the President 





Checklist—Continued 

Released April 29—Continued 

Advance text: 

Remarks to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the economic summit—by 
Secretary of the Treasury James A. Baker 
Ill 

Released April 30 


Statement: 

On leading economic indicators for 
March—by Larry M. Speakes, Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President 

Announcement: 

Nomination of Samuel B. Sterrett to be a 
Judge of the United States Tax Court 
Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s trip to 
Europe—by Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz 


Advance text: 
Remarks on departure for the trip to 
Europe 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 30 


HJ. Res. 33 / Public Law 99-30 

A joint resolution designating the month of 
May 1985, as “National Child Safety Aware- 
ness Month”. 





Editor’s Note 





The President left the White House on 
Tuesday evening, April 30, for a 10-day trip 
to Europe. He will return to the White 
House on Friday, May 10. Releases and an- 
nouncements issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary during the trip will be 
printed as they become available. 
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